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DEDICA'rED 1'0 THE ,YORK RITE 

IN THffi 

UNITED STATES AND PARTICULARLY TO rHE GRAND LODGE OF MISSOURI. 

HAll OF TOl TEe lOOGE 
No, 520 A. F. &. A. M. 

lind~r C ~hRrtcr from the 
Grnnd Lodge .. I i\U •• ourl. 

CITY OF MEXICO, MAllCH 31sT. 1893. 

To THE GUAND MASTER OF THE GRAND LODGE OF MISSOURI. 

DEAR & HONORED SIR & BROTHER:-

It is now over tt'n years since Toltec Lodge, N°. 520, came into existp.nce 
llHongh the decree of your Worshipful Grand Lodge. It Was instituted in 1882, 
and held it~ first meeting on Decemher 28th of th:,t, year. It was chartered in 
the following vear ullder your honored predecessor, Lee A. Hall, Grand Master 
of the Grand Lodge of Missonri, and has cOlltinued under the obedience of that 
Grand Lodge up to today. workillg strictly in accordance with the Ancient Lall_ 
n1<lrks of the Order (see letter of J. H. Vandeman at end) 

Before proceeding farther, we mnst lIotice that at the time that this Lodge was 
chartered, the Grand Lodge of the York Rite formerly existillg in this couutry 
had disappeared some fifty years before amid the ,tori liS of revolution. The pre­
sent Grand Lodge of the Federal District ~nd its competitor, the so.called Gralld 
J)ieta, slumbered as yet in the womh of time. There was even no Grand Oriellt 
to represent tbe Scottish Rite, and the only goverlling bony of that Rite then in 
existence was the Supreme Council of the 33.° The founders of our lodge, 3.'> a 
matter of courtesy ollly, obtained the waiver of the sa.id Supreme Council of any 
jurisdiction over us, alld that paper is preserved in your archives today, 
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TRA~ TSLA TION, 
l'RE mXACT TRANS LATION TIIEREOF I S AS FOLLOWS 

• 
AB UNIVl~llSI TERl~ANUYI ORBIS S UJDII ARClIITECTOJUS GLORIAM 

VALLEY OF ~1 EXICO, 27th . 
MAY.1 H82 (E.'. V. '. ) 

GR.'. SEC.'. G EN . '. 
NUMBER 3616. 

"A S E AL" 

"ORDO AB CHAO" 
To THE SUB:. P:. R :. -I- W. J. DE GRESS, Pre.~ent . 

SAL: . EST: . POD:. 
Ex:. AND P:. C,\B:. 

This Gr:. Sec:. hfls nlll .v reqeiven your Com: . of the 2.1th.ln>:t. fE:. V:.l in 
which you ma.nifest YOllrdesire to establish in this Or:. a Lodge of the York R: .Work_ 
iug in the English language, for the pu rpose tha.t all t.he American:. M:. Ma~_ 
sons:. already here and those (:onst.antly coming to the count.ry, could assist at its 
meetings, Who do not visit t.he Lodges:. est.ablished bere, on account of their Dot 
speaking theSpani,h language, ann I beg to tell YOIl in all ~wer, that the "Supre. 
me:. Council: ." finds no objection against said purpose, provided that the 
authorization for the work : , in the York Rite of the aforesaid Lodge. '. proceeds 
from a Gr:. Lodge:. legally and duly established and IIDiver~ally acknowledged,in 
which case the Supreme:. Couucil.'. offers to you a ll its aid in everything you 
might consider useful for your purpose and the Masonic Temple, so that after 
lawfully establishilJg the neW Lodge:. yon might perform ill it Yl'Jnr works.' , 
because said Sup." Con:. esteems in all its value the benefits that said action will 
bring on humauity. 

Please Receive My A: . F:. [Signed] E CUAVERO, 
Gr: . Sec:. Gene:. 

In a let ter addressed to me by Sov. Grand Commander, Ignacio Pombo, of the 
Supreme Council 33. o ,dated February 20th. 18\:.13, he says "alluding to the above" 
The Supreme Oonncil will maiu tain ( the above) and all its resolutions, until some 
properly foundeu motive arises to change them." ] n conversation with Sov, 
Grand Commallner, P ombo, he 'States that he regards Tol tec Lodge as as entire_ 
y and undoubtedly legitimate as any other noW at work in this Republic. 

NOT E.-A wfLlver bad previously been obtained frum a Grand Lodge of the Valley of Mexico , A, and A 
Scottish RIte, Which I. as fol1ow9. 

TRANSLATION. 

A.'. L.·. G.'. D. '. G. '. A.' . D.'. U .·, 
TO THE ILI.ST. BROTHER W. J. DEGREES. 

s.·. E.'. U.·. 
In answer to the laudable and just moth'es you manifest In your letter of the 28th Inst . E .. V .. , In wblch 

you r equest m e tf) IlSk the neceSSliry ltu tborizatioll t{) e URble you to 68ta b119h In this Jurisd ic tion a Lo Ige 
working in the ElIg Us h J ung ung ~ . at nn f>x traordlnary m eeting of this Gra.nd Louge hel(l .. y este rclay , it W Il S una­
nimqu -s lv approve 'l to g'i v~ you lLbsolule ! ;lcn lty to br io g u.bo ut yo ur doslre to l'stablis h a. Lo( lga here . ,vhicb 
w ill un(lonbtfitlly contribute to tho be ne llt or th o Unive rsal '\ la s nry. :l.tlrtrc:;sing your~eIr as yo n desiro to the 
11[, W Grnnd LQ.lge established In tlle Jurisdiction of Missonrl. to wh ich you beluug', cOffimunhJ&tlng to t11em 
your no ble rosolve. 
Piea se Receive, 11181. Brot b er, our Dear and F raternal Rega rds. Jurisdic tion of lIfaxlco Aprl1 20th. 1882. E . '. V.'. 

(Signedl FRANCISCO HEBNL'IDEZ Y H ERNANDEZ, 

(Seal) .A.TTEI!T. (Sl"ned) RAF. GARCIA MARTINEZ, 
Grand Secretary. 

Gro.nd Master. 
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Many efforts have been made within two or three years to induce us to join 
onr fortlllles with the Mexican hodies of Masolls. We have not as yet thouoht 
proper to accept any of those offers, and the present letter 8La11 be devoted to 
an exposition of the reasons wby we have not cared to beVel' our connection with 
the Worshipful Grand Lodge of Missouri. 

It may not be ont of place to note in this cOllnection, that the prel':ent writer, 
noW for the second time elecled to the honorahle p osition of WOI'f<hipflll Master 
of Toltec Lodge, has re<;ided ill this eountry more than twelve years; i~ thoron~h. 
Iy acqnainted with the Spanish language aud with all the ~ocial cIHRi'p.s llere, 
and has, during the last three years, made a specialstudyof·theslIh.iect. of Mexic. 
an Masonrv. Hifl opinions thereon have been formed from conversat.ions wth 
Mexican ~fason5. from documentary evidence, and from the statements of many 
American brothers who have heeu connected wi! h, or who have visit.ed Mexican 
Masonic Lodges. [See the Statements at end of this paper.] Every fact that may 
be stated in this communication can be promptly and indubitahly verified. 

W ANT OF UNION. 

The firitt ohjection that we have to Masonry as it exists in Mexir.o is t.he want 
of II1Iion amongst Mexicans themselves. It hnf< been falsely asserted, and tiJe!<e 
a~sertion~ have been propagated largely thronghollt the United States, that t.he 
Ro-cll.lled Grand Dieta of i'vlexico lias united within itself all bodies of Mexican 
~lasonry ami that it properly assumes the exelusive jn ri~dict.ioll over the SymboL 
ic Degrees in this conntry, from the fact that it represents the fusion of all pre. 
ex isti ng Rites. This is not so. 

The :Nlexican National Rite, which has been in existence ever since the year 
1825, has always protested, and protests strollgly &gainst the claim of the Graud 
Dieta to exclusive juris.iietion, and has Illaiutained its own individuality. The 
head of this Rite ftt the present time is Mr. Francisco P. Gochicoa, who is now 
the Postmast.er Ganera!. 

The Reformed Scottish Rite is a much youn~er organization than the Mexican 
National Rite; it goes back onl .Y to the year 1871. The Sovereign Grand Com. 
mander, Joaqnin Pena, 3:1.°, of this Rite also strongly objec:ts to, aBd protests 
against the elaims of the so called Grand Dieta to the exclusive j1ll'isdict.ion over 
thesymbolie degrees . The Reformed Rite claims sovereignty over the SYlilbolic 
Degrees through the Independent Grand Lodge of Free Masons of the Fedaral 
District of Mexico. 

There is yet another Body Which is perhaps bett.er known in the Ullited Slates 
than either of the above; it is called the Grand Lodge of the Federal Dist.rict, 
F. &. A. M. , :md is qllite di stinct from t.he Inclepenrlent Grand Lodge menti oned 
ahove. The Grand Ma~ter of this ~odge is Mr. Benito J uare"" the son of the 
great Juarez, the Savionr of Mexico, and one of the greatest figures of our cen_ 
tury. This organization also protests against the nssertedsupremacy of the Grand 
Ditlta, and has not united itself with tllat body, nor has it any intention of 80 

doing. 
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HISTORY. 

The bistory of the ahove bodies may he of intere~t.The Mexican National Rite 
wa~ fori lied, as we bave st,ated, iu the year 182,'), by the fusion of the York 
a.nd Scottisb Rites, aR far as they could be fused by t he efforts of some nine or 
ten Masons of both Rites. The Scottish Rite in its pre"ent form Was introduced 
into this Republic about. tbH year 1866. The Reformed Scottisb Rite wa!=; the re­
sult of a ~plit from th(~ A. &. A. S. Rite in 1871, which left the Supreme Conn­
cil with only 25 memhers remn,illillg under its allegiance. 

In the year 1883 the Supreme Council 33.0 anllounced that it would renonnce 
wbat jurisdiction it had over the three Symbolic Degrees of masonry. 'fbi!; sallie 
body had hefore bad a number of Sy"lbolic Lodges working under its direct 
supervi!=;ion. In pursuance of the proclamation above alluded to, a number of 
these lod~es, through their representatives, or~:],nilled the body which is now 
known as the Gralld Lodge of the Federal District, F. &. A. M. The only Lodges 
which took PMt in this IUt>vement were Lodges of the Scottish Rite,alld although 
it is now claimed by this Grana Lon:.!e that it is a York Rite body, I cannot see 
wby it can be deemed any thing else but a Scottish Rite body, having originated 
in tbe decree of the goveruing body of that Rite, and by the fusion ?r assent of 
various Symbolic Lodges previously working uuder the Supreme Council of the 
33.0 degree. 

The beginning of tbe Grand Lodge of tbe Federal District was attended uy 
some dissensions amongst the Symbolic Lodges and another Gralld body, claiming 
to have equal jurisdiction and powers, was organized on the same lJi~ht n,nd in 
anotber department of the same temple hy the discordant partie~. 'rVe believe 
that this secolld organization was afterward converted into or bel:allle a body 
known as the Grand Orient of the A. &. A. S. R. 

In the COli rse of some years which followed the organizat.iun of the Grand Lon­
ge of F. &. A. M., t.he powers which governed the A. &. A. S. R. became dissa_ 
tisfied with the working of that Grand Lodge and on December 27tb 1890, the 
Supreme Council 33. 0

, of tbe A. &. A. S. R. issued a decre~ which called into 
existence a new body for the government of Symbolic Masonry, to be known as 
the Grand Symbolic Scottish Diet of the Republic of Mexico. This body, in pur­
asllnce of the said decree, came luto existence in February 1891, some eigbt years 
after the institution of Toltec Lodge. 

It will be seen, and is a fact, that the organization of the Grand Dieta, which 
now claims exclusive jurisiiliction over Symbolic Masonry in thi~ Republic, was 
not the result of any convocativn or convention of Masons; it was the a(Jt of the 
SII prE'me Grand Counc'il A. &. A. S. R. which called tbe Grand Dieta into existence, 
alld it still exists by tbe will of that Sn preme Body. Having been thus called into 
existence, it cannot have auy other powers than it derived frolll its origin. That 
origin being from the governiug body of the Scottish Rite, the Grand Dieta cannot, 
or ought not, to claim any jurisdietion whatever over bodies of the York Rite, 
sucb for exam pIe as Toltec Lodge, and eRpecially wben our Lodgewas in existence 
at least eight years before the Graud Dieta ,vas even thought of. This would be 
the case even were there no competitor!l for the supreme jurisdiction of the 
Symbolic Degrees in this Republic, but when there are existing, as we have shown, 
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at least three oth~r bodies who claim exclll~ive jurisdiction here over the Symbolic 
De~rees, it still further vitiH.tes the title to the supremacy which is claimed by 
the Grand Dieta.. 

UNIVERSAL MASONRY. 

I harl It very pleitsant interview with D. El'lllilo Canton, the Grand Secretary 
of the Graud Dieta, on Fehrnary 22 nd. 

He ~tated to me that the Granri Dieta has dropped the word "Scotti~h" from 
its tide and if! known simply as the " Grant! Syml .olit:Diet.a." He ahw stated that 
the Grand Dieta i~ now neither a York lIor a Scottish Rit.e body; he cb\illl~ that 
it p ractices " u uivenm.l Masonry" which is in n.cconl wiLh andemhmces all Rites, 
including the Rite of Memphis, &c. &c. and in fact everythiu!;{ calling it~elf Mason_ 
ry. ThiR leads directly on to the more important slIhjer:t of the differences which 
exi'>t hetween our work a!'l York Rite Maf'ons, and the workings of all the Mexi. 
can Masonic bodies. 

Tue so. called Mexican National Rite give'! 18 degreec;, incluclin~, of course, 
the three degrees of Syrnboiiu Masonry. "What the ot.lier 15 degrees are, I have 
not informed mYReH, but it is not too mllt:h to presume that a body which c1aim~ 
exclusive jurisdi<:tiou over 18 de~ree" and whit:h workfl them, as I am informed 
tlley <10 by the Grand Ma,ter himself, in the Sf1.me Way as the A &. A. S. R., it 
not too much to aSflnme, I say, that the differences of th:l.t rite fro~n ollrs wonld 
be so great a~ to render it impossihle for \1 .'; to join them. This same observation 
ll1it V be a.pplied t.o the Reformed ScotLi~h Rite and to the so-called Grand Lodge 
of tht'; Ferlend Di~triet. 'Ve may adlnit that flU y of the'le bodies lllii-{ht control 
ScoLt ish Rite jf-tson<; in t.he three Symbolic De~rees, hut We cannot see why allY 
of t!lem c;\n clailLl jl'ri~dictiou over the York Rite. As well might tlltl Supreme 
Cou ucil of the Nort;hern Ju risdiction resi<lent in Boston claim to rule over the 
Grand Lodge of Mas;;aehusetts. 

DIFFERENCES IN RITUAL. 

The differel1ce~ in ritnals and see ret work between us and these bodies are 
very great. They involve, to Illy lilinll, t.he abandonment. of some of the IIiOst 
prominent Laurlruarks of An"ient Craft Masonry. In (,his communication, which, 
althollgh not ii1tended for the puhlic eye, might pos;;ibl y fall into the ha uds of the 
prc.ial1e, it wo;tld be out of place to spet:ify too closel'y What these rlifferences 
are. I lIlay, however, lIIention th;lt according to the ltituals in my pos~e-sion 
and to the best oral inform~\tion that I have reueived, the obligal ions in the loug-es 
under the juriHdictiotl of the Grand Dieta, and of other Mexican }Iasonic bodies, 
are taken on hono)" o71.ly, while no restrictions, such as we designate by the name 
of penalties, are attached thereto. 

WOMEN IN MASONRY. 

The admis~ion of women to the three degrees of Symbolic Masonry is a well 
attested f<loct . I have myself seen women clothed with regalia enter and be seat­
ed in a ~{ex:ican t,hsonic lodge, when all pa.rties not Masons had been notified 
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to retire. It is stated, indeed, lJY the 1 Iexican "dJasonf', that these women haye nn 
or~ltnization of their own, separate from the rnale hodi.>s;and inlOW)) by the lJalll~ 
of the A(lop1.ive I-tite. My oWn iuv."sti~·ntion 8 , 11OWever, fwd tbe statements d 
several well info rmerl brethren, lea ve no douht whntever tllat thef'e Wornell are 
inv.~ sterl with all the ~ i g lls alld pnssworos of the SYlll i>olic Degrees from the fin;t 
lip to the fOllrtee n th de~ree of rJleScottish R ite . The.\· have heell ~ecll ill tIle Sym. 
holic Lou~es of tiJe first threu deg rees during the conferring of degrees, g iving 
!lia.:;onic sig-ns. and h:1.VH been ReeD in more public celehrations ideutifyin!! them. 
selves in every way with the lIIale memhen, of \.he craft. ThiH is of it self suffi. 
cient to exclude the bodies who admit such persons, however est.imable they may 
be, from any Masonic stalldiug in connection with the York Rite uodies of the 
United States. 

NO BIBLE. 

Another (rrave matter is the exdllsion of the Bihle from all Mexicrtn :MaRonic 
lodges. Thi; rule ano !.(llide of ollr ff\ith finds no place npolJ the altar of Mexican 
:Ua~onry, aUli it is even f;tate(l hy Rome hrethren that in some of ilie lod~es tIJey 
have visited, t.he i(iea of the presence of God is altogether disallowed as part of 
the stanuards of Masoury. 

There existR in thiR city a Lodge ch:utered by the Grand Orient of France, and 
working under that charter. This Lodge is in full and fmteronl cOHimuninLtioll 
with Mexican ~hsollry. The Grand Officers of the Grand Dieta at.te lld the 
meetings of this Lodge and take part in its feRtivilies, and the Ot1icial Bulletin 
of the Gran Dieta Rtl1tes that it cOllnt.s aliloll~ s t its most houoreri corre"Foudeuts 
theGrandOrielltofFrance. ( Vol XI, 2nd. Bpoch, Nos 5 alld 6, March & April, 
1892, page 334) 

I Med uot state to yon, Honored Sir, that infidel Masonry, ~vmholized by 
the Grand Orient of France, has long sillce been excluded from Masonic COlu. 
nlUnication with all hodies of t.he York Rite, ltud that the cOllimunion which 
the Grand Orient of France has with the II1exican ~Iasr ' J1ie hodieR, au(\ t,be 
exclusion of the Dible from all Lodges ill the country, except 'l'oltec Lodge, are 
slIfficient of themselves to stalilp with irregularity and with infidelity the bodies 
Who have thus removed our oldest and most cOllspicuoHs Landmark. 

POLITICS. 

We may next turn to t.he subject of Politics. The Mexican National Rite has 
heen con uected with every revolution that, has been had ill this coulltry "ince its 
organization in the yeM 1825, and bas been denied recogllition by all foreign 
Masonic Bodies on account of t.ha t notoriolls fftct. 

We also know tiJat in the early part of tbe year 1892, resolutions Were iutro· 
onced iuto the bodies subordinate to the Gl'aud Dieta favoring the reelecl ion of 
Geuer."l Dia7. :1K Pre~ident of this Repllhlic. We kuow abo that tiJe GnLlld Dieta 
made a pllblic proch .mati on, which Was published in the lI ew'"'paper!'> in this city, 
of its interest ill the re.election of Pre-ident Diaz, and statiug ill; desire tba t the 
same should take place. 

The members of t.he various hodies under the G rall<I Dieta are nearly all of them 
officeholders of olle kind orauother undei' the Federal Governlllent. The IHemLers 
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of the Mexican National Rite are ue:uly all of them connected with the Postoffice 
Department. The Reformed Scottish Rite aud the Graud Lodge of theFedel'lJ Dis. 
trict are preserving a n attitude of hUllgry expedanc.Y. They represent t.he" uts" 
while the brethrell of the Graud Die tn, alld of the Mexie[l.u N atiollal repreS61J t , he 
"Ius" at this momeut. 

There can he uo dOll bt., ill view of I he cle·larat,iolls made 1>y the Gran Diotl1, 
ann the ahove fa() t .~, that these h()rlie~ ar~ not.hillg more 1I0r ies, than well or!,!l\. 
nizen political cll1bs, a p:1.rt of t.he machin~ry \'Y which ceflain prominent men 
perpetuate their hold on power. 

TEXAS AND MEXICO. 

We will no\V dired attention to a very singnlar event in Mll.sonr~· whir-Ii hll.p . 
pened dl1ring t,he yen.r IS91, ann th n.t is, the re()ogni t ion of the Gl'alld Die;;, of 
Mexico hy the Gmnd Longe of Texa~ . I h fl.Ve in Iny possession a copy of tIle re 
port of t.he Graud Lod~'e of Texll.~ for the year 18~l1, ann Ihe fads upon whie!. I 
ba~e the followillg ohservations have been in a great measure gathere,l from that 
report, 

In the section thereof entit.led "Masonry in Mexico an,l The Treaty of 
Monterrey,: we lea rn that brothe r" Foster of Lareoo aud Kelso of I~,,!.(le Pass 
bega n an inves tigation of the authori ty by which the ~rexicn.u lod .~es ItlOD!,! the 
Rio Grallde were he ld and by corres pollclenceaucl interviews wi th prolilineut Mexi. 
c:tn Masons alon~ the ]'"roer, arriverl at the con ,· lu~ioll ,h;~t there hall been a reo 
org-allihatioll of ' M l~~onry in Mexico, alld that the sole ruling power here is a 
Central Grano Body kUOWII!l.S the Grand Symholic Diet. of the rJ"ited M .. xicall 
SI:ttes, that it is seated ill t.his city, aud 'hal it has Siale Grawl Lodges ill the 
various States and ill t.he Federal Dist.rict., and that. it. Ins Suhordiuate Lodgf's 
throgholll. the Repllhlic. How far I.his assumption was true you Il1ny learn hy 
an inspection of the former part of this Jetter. 

The then Grand ~fa.sler of 'l'exll.s, fort.ified by the acqllaintance ano gllidauce 
of a. ~{exi(;an friend , proceerled to Mouterre.v in the :::itate of Nllevo I,con, more 
than fOllr hundred Iniles away from the seat. ot' power of the Gralld Dieta. He 
was uttedy una' ;ql1ainted with the Srani~h lan!.!l1age, of course largely at the 
mercy of his kino elltertainers, alld through interpreters, he made the famolls 
treaty whil~h we Iv\Ve "lluded to above. 

Does it not 00Cllr to YOll, HonoreoSir, reviewing in cold blood this mo"t 
remarkable transaction, th"t from fir;;t to last the Grand Ma~ter of Texas never 
cOlIs ltlte,[ ou thi s me;LSllre ex,;ept with partie" frie ndly to the Graud Dieta of Me. 
xico, alld all of whose illterests would le;ld them to iuduce him to that ~Iep 
which he finallY wold Whell we reflect th;Lt all of those gentlemen with wholU 
he treated were Federal oiRce holdel's and owed their daily brean to the patron' 
a~e of the chiefs of the Graud Dieta . it cloes uot seem "tran£;e that they ~hould ha ve 
st rougly coullseled the lecog ni tioll of that body. 

Not olle American Ua:;on, Whether resiJin,:;" in this city or elseWhere in the 
Republie, IVa!> , so hr as I call learn, consulted on this matter. 

The existence of Toltec Lodge, chartered hy the G rand Lodge of Missouri iu 
this city, Was well known in the ::)tatl:! of Tex;ls. lL W<l.S visited by the Gmnu 
COllllllanJery of Texas when Oil a tour to thill City ~'Qllle years ago, and if 1 do 
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not mistake, some of the Grand Officers of the Grand Lodge of Texas, Wl:'re 

A. mong those visitors. It seems strange tha, t he opinions awl sGlltiments of the 
above Lodge should not have heen inquired into with the object of ~ett.ing :m 
outside view of the rem:)'rk:d,le neW institutioll claiming snpremacy over the 
SYl1lbolic Degree!':, and. thell less than one yen.r old. It seems to me that it would 
have been more dil!;nifiell, lesR precipitate, wiser and het.ter, in view of the grent 
illterests involved, to ha,ve Rent 3.11 investigating committee to this Capit.:tl hefore 
taking definite action. It, appears to me, and to :tll Allierican Masons with Whom 
I have cooven;ed on this subjeet. that t.he proverb " Look before you le:tp" is RR 
applicahle in Masonic bnsiness, and even to the actions of the Grand ?lhster (If 
TeX1I8 as to ot.her world.ly affairs, and it seems strang'e to us, Honored Sir, that 
the Grallri Lool!!e of Texas should coolly hand over the jllrilld.ietion of Symholic 
l;bsonry ill t.his country to a socalled. Grand hody anomalous in its natllre alid 
douhtful in its antecedents, thnR indirectly excluding its own Rite of York from 
this whole country. 

It is impossible to believe that the Grand Mdoster ofTexa~ or any York Rite Ma!'lon 
would condone the absence of the Bible, the admissioll of women to Ma,ollry, the 
ohligatiolls withol6t penalties and the many other differenees of se(:ret work thlu, 
would have been evident upon the slightest inquiry into that branch of t.he snh. 
ject. The only conclusion from this is that no exaillination whatever was held of 
the seGret work of the Grand DietR; that that body Was supposed to he legitima­
te only from the fact of callillg itself so, and that ordillary cantion wa~ entirely 
lest sight of in the whole transaction. This being the case, it ~eems to us that 
the GranJ Lodge of Texas h1\s received this Whole Mexi('an Rite iutll its fellow. 
siph with less precautions than are usually takell in allOWing a single strange 
Mason t·o visit a Lodge, 

The very slightest investigat.ion conduct.ed in a proper manner would have 
shown the ahove differellces of Ritual that! have mentioned. It WOIlL! have shown 
that the Grand Dieta is not a reorganization of Mason ry in ~eneral and that 
its claims of sovereigllty to the whole of Symbolic Ma~onry in this country have, 
as I have heretofore stated, been vigorously resisted and earuestly protested 
agaillst by all other hodies of Mexican Masons. 

The assertion that General Porfirio Diaz, now Preflitient of Mexico, is 
also the Grand Master of the Grand Dieta mayor lliay not he true. In any case, 
the political position of any part.icular Mason can have no bearing whatever upon 
the question as to whether the body to which he belong>; is or is 1I0t eutitled to su­
prema7 in Masonry, or is or is not within the limits of true and regular Masouic 
work. 

It appears to us, in view of all the facts that I have stated, and which ean 
bee proveu in many ways, that the only thing for the G rand Lod~e of Texai'! 
to do is to withdraw its hasty recognition of the Gran Dieta of Mexico. If the 
Grand Lodge of Texas should persist in admittillg to its fellowship a. body that 
hlu! so far diverged from the great landmarks of the Order, it will soon drift far 
away from the principles of all other Grand Lodges of the York Rite now 
existing within the United States f America. 
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TOLTEC LODGE. 

By our investigation and experiences in this country we have heen led to he· 
lieve, and do believe that Toltec Lodge is the only representative of legitimate 
Symholic Ma!';onry, now at work in this Repllblic. We believe we~houldforfeit all of 
our rights afl Ma"ons were we to incorporate ourselves withany Mexican body now 
ex:istin~. In fact We are determilled not to incorporate ourselves with any Mexi­
can hody, and should the Worshipful Grand Lodge of Missouri see fit to with. 
draw the charter now in our possession, it is our intention to dissolve our pre. 
sellt lodge and not IIl1ite ourselves in any way whatever with Mexican Masonry. 

The result of this action would be a loss to you of a loving, obedient and reo 
gular lodge. It wOllld be a gain to no one. We ask your earnest cOllsideration of 
the above facts before deciding. 

FUSION IMPOSSIBLE. 

It is our opinion that the tenets of Freell1asollry as practiced by us are so very 
far from the tenets of Freemasonry as held by the Mexican Masonic bodies, that 
communion or fusiou between U II is, at the present time, impossible, although We 
feel the utmost good will towards them and would he pleased to be on good terms 
with them as far a.ll consistent with adherence to t.he Ancient Landmarks of the 
Order. We have not luade these remarks to depredate in allY way t.he Mexican 
people. They n re in ma ny ways a noble and intelligent race, hut the so-called 
Ma.sonry iu Mexico has no more real relation to Masonry in the United States 
or England than have the Knights of Pythias or the Odd Fellows. . 

So far is this the case, that it would be impossible for any Mexican . Mason, 
however well instructed he might be in his oWn Ritual, to work his way 
into an American Lod,ge by examination. The passwords are not greatly different, 
but the signs and the Lecture are entirely so, and would never be recognized 
by any examining committee that knew its duty. 

INV ASION OF JURISDICTION. 

No charge of invasion of jurisdiction can ever he urged against the Grand 
Lodge of Missouri, on account of the foundillg of 1'oltec Lodge, except \'y persolls 
entirely ignorant of the facts in the case. To such it might well be asked, 
Whose or what jurisdictioll has been invaded? 

The Mexican National Rite and the Scottish Rite are the only two organiza. 
tions that weri here before us, if we leave the Reformed Scottibh Rite out of the 
question. 

The Mexican National Rite ba.s never claimed jurisdiction over us or over the 
York Rite at all, and, as I have mentioned, the waivers of jurisdiction by the A. 
& A. Scottish Rite, as I have copied them, are on file in the archives of the Gralld 
Lodge of Missouri. 
B~tween Toltec Lodge and the Supreme COllncil 33.0 of the A. &. A. Scottish 

Rite, the utmost good feeling prevails. Last May I received a letter from 
t.hat /:!upreme Body, signed by Gen. Porfirio Dia7), expressing its satisfaction a.t 
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hearing of the continued existence and prosperity of Toltec Lodge, and now the 
letter of February 20th 1893, referred to before, and personal assurances from 
Sov. Gralld Commander, Pomtlo. 

The only bodie~ th,tt are said to have objected to our presence here are the so. 
called Granel Lodge of the Federal District and t·he Gralld Dieta . 

. Both of the above Bodies are younger th,m Toltec Lodge, and both of them 
derive such powers a~ t.hey possessed while working ill legitimate Masonry from 
the same Supreme COlincil of the 33.0 which, in the beginning of our Lodge, for. 
mally waived all .i II risdiction it might have had over us. 

Having once divested itself of such jurisdiction, it is evident that t.he Supreme 
Council could not transmit to any subsequently formed body the powers it did 
not then possess; consequelltly we do not owe any allegiance wh"tever to either 
of the above named Bodies, even did there not exist the great differences of Rite, 
Ritual and Seeret )Vork to which I have before allnded, aDd which should 
exclude both the above Bodie~ from comm union with York Rite Masons. 

The Grand Lodge of California recognized the Grand Loclf-e of the Federal 
District in 1886; the Grand Lodge of Texas recognized the rival body, the Grand 
Dieta, in 1891; but we respectfully decline, for reasons heretofore stated, to 
join either one of these contelldilJg parties, as we are perslladed that upon more 
thorough investigation of the facts, both Texas and California will take the 
same view of the subject as we do ourselves. 

Weare ready to promote and assist such investigation by all meanfl in our 
power, whether undertaken by private individuals, or by any regular Masonic 
Body that desires further light in this matter. 

Hoping tha.t the ahove will receive due and favorable consideration, I remain 

Yours Fraternally, 

RICHARD E. CHISM, 

W.M. of ToUee Lodge N.o 520 
ADDRESS: 

RICHARD E. OHISM, 
S.d! Independencl& No. I, 

Oity ot Mexico, MEXICO. 
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AN 'OUTSIDE' VIEW." 
OF 

TOLTEC LOD-GE: 
CHATTANOOGA; TENN., 1......;,,20-93. 

R. 'E. CHISM, 

W. M. Toltec Lodge 520. F. & A. M. I . 

DEAR SIR & BRa: 

Your es;teemed favor of the· 14thinst is before me. I ta.ke ;great pleasure in . 
replying, a.nd , first let Ine thank you for the expressions of good will and favors . 
shown me by yourself and other members of your live and active Masonic Lodge. 

r nev~r visit any place, when away, but (if then, only a day or two) but what r 
make it my business to visit a Masonic body, and I as~ure you r was much pleased 
with not only the reception tendered my self and friend, but the harmonious work­
ing of your Lodge, the strict observance of the Ancient Landmarks of Mason·ry ~for 
wich r am a great '~Stic kler") and the ~trict but just examination of visitors before 
their admission, conducted, if I am correct, by the Master himself. (December 2nd. 
1892.) r have been a Master Mason for 25 or more years, II years of that time the 
W. M. of my lodge; have h~ld important positions in the Grand Lodge of. Tennes­
lie, High Priest of my Chapter for many years, T. Ill. M. of my Council for some 
seven years, and my visit to your lodge, was in strict accord with our work in Ten­
nessee, opening and closing identical-ditto the working, as far as seen, the officers 
well up in their duties, and I was not only pleased and gratified with the working 
of the Lodge, but r hope benefited by my visit. 

The G. Lodge of Missouri has, in your Lodge, not only a helpmeet in the great 
work of Masonry, but we lrust a nucleus, parent Lodge, from which many men may 
spring up in the near future, and I can only wish the new ones may have the· same · 
spirit manifested, the same zeal in the good work exemplified, and the same cor­
diality extended to all visitors as in now .displayed in Toltec Lodge N.o 520 F. 
&A. M. . 

With my best wishes for the continued prosperity and usefulness of your Lodge 
and .yourself and officers thereof. I have the honor to be 

Very Respectfully, 
Your Obt. Sert., 

J.H. Van Deman, 
Late W. M. Chattanooga Lodge, 

No. 199 F. & A. M. 
p. :S. Give my kindest regards to friend Bush. 

A .true Copy on honor, 

RICHARD E. CHISM, 
W. M. Toltec Lodge . . 
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STATEMENT 
Made by Bro. Panlltandolph In the presence of R. E. Chism, Master and J. C. :Mordougb, 

Senior Warden, Toltec Lodge No. 520, A. F. &; A. :M. 

Q. State your name . residence and 
occupation. 

A. Paul Randolph, City of Mexico, 
occupation Book keeper. 

Q. Your home is where? 
Q. Washington City, D. C. 
A. State your present Ma~onic con­

nection in the United State ~ , if ally. 
A. I have none, except Toltec Lodge. 
Q. Have you ever been tonnected 

with any Lo<ige working under the Grand 
Dieta of Mexico? 

A. Yes; two. the Polar Star Lodge 
No. I, Durango, and Regeneration No. 
103 of the City of Mexico. 

Q' Have you ever visited any Lojgcs 
besides these? 

A. Yes. pretty much all of the Lodges 
in the City of Mexico, including Anahuac 
Lo<ige. 

Q. Why did you leave Mexican Ma­
sonry? 

A. Because I refused to recognize 
the jurisdiction of the Grand Dieta. 

Q. How many degrees have you re­
ceived in the Scottish Rite as practiced 
in Mexico? 

A. Three degrees. 
Q. I s, or is not, the Grand Dieta a 

Scottish Rite body? 
A. Is is, to my understanding, as far 

as my knowledge goes. 
Q. Have you ever seen a Bible in 

any MeXIcan Masonic Lodge, or used 
therein? 

A. Never. 
Q. Have vou ever been present at 

the taking of any of the degrees of En­
tered Apprentice, Fellowcraft or M a~ter 
Mason in any Mexican Lodge? 

A. Yes. 
Q. In what Lodge or Lodges, an 

under what jurisdiction? 
A. In several Lodge~ in the City of 

Mexico under the jurisdiction of the 
Grand Dieta. 

Q. Are the obligations of the ahove 
degrees in said Lodges ta ken on honor, 
or have they a penalty annexed thereto? 

A. The obligation is taken on your 
honor as a man, ann the Deity does not 
figure in it at all. 

Q. Are the above obligations taken 
in a standing position? 

A. Always, with the hand resting on 
the Book of Constitutions. 

Q. Is any of the clothing removed 
from the person about to take the obli­
gation. 

A. Nothing hut rolling up the trou­
sen; leg. and having the coat half on and 
ha lf off. 

Q. Are any mineral or metallic ~ubs­
tances removed from the candidate? 

A. They are sometimes and some 
times they are not. 

Q. Are any cable tows used on or 
about the persoll about to take the obli· 
gation? 

A. Yes. 
Q. Is, or is not the candidate blin.l­

folded at the time of taking said obli­
gation? 

A. I think he takes it with his eyes 
uncovered. 

Q. Is it true that all business in M e­
xican Masonic Lodges is done in the 
Entered A p;:>rentice dt gret? 

A. Yes. 
Q. Is that degree in effect the prin . 

cipal degree of the Lodge? 
A . It is the principal working degree, 

and all the business in the Mexican Lod­
ge is done in that degree. 

Q. Do you consider the practices of 
Masonry under the jurisdiction of the 
Grand Dieta and other Mexican bodies, 
as lawful and just according to the usa­
ges of the York Rite in the United 
States) 

A. I do not. 



A. What is the internal discipline of 
the Mexican Lodges alluded to as far as 
you have seen? 

A. It i, very lax in every sense. 
Q. C::\ i1 you give any particu lars? 
A. Well, Yes. In the first place a 

visitor when presenting his diploma is 
almost invariably admitted without any 
further examination, or any thing else. 

Q. Do you know whether the exr. lu· 
sion of women from :\1asonry is prescribed 
under the Symbolic Degrees of Mexi­
cans. 

A. No, it is not. 
Q. Do you know wh(,ther any wo­

men in Mexico possess the secrets of 
Masonry in the three Symbolic Degrees. 

A. I do. Numbers of them. I do 
not know them by name. There is a 
Lodge compo!'ed entirely of women and 
working in the three degrees. 

Q. Do they work the degrees the 
same as the men, w ith all the proper 
signs and pas~wonjs of the men? 

A. Yes, and they are admitted up to 
the 14th degree Scotti ~ h Rite. 

Q. A re allY women admitted to the 
ma le Longes of M lsonry from your own 
know ledge, or have you only hlc!ard so? 

A. I have sat in Lodge with them. 
Q. Regeneration Lodge? 
A. Yes, Regeneration Lodge. 
Q. Do you know whether parties un­

der 21 years of age are admitted to take 
the Sylubolic Degrees' 

A. No, they are not, but the son of a 
Master Mason can take his Apprentice 
degree at the age of 19. 

Q. D(, you know what precautions 
are take n to preve nt admission of unw­
orthy per~ons in Mexican Lodges, and 
if such persons are frequent there? 

A. They are. 
Q. What precautions are taken to 

keep them out? 
A. Committees are very lax. 
Q. Do you know what form of exa· 

minatlOn i~ u~ e d for admission of visi­
tors in Mexican Lodges? 

A. A series of questions; but they 
never a ::;k a man but three or fourques­
tions and that is the end of it. The exa· 
mination is a secondary thing altogether. 
If they can give the pa ssword and grip, 
they waive the examination. 

Q. Do you believe that any of the 
Mexi.:an Lodges have any conllection 
with politics? 

A. Oilly f rom hearsay. 
Q. Do you know if a ny negro Masons 

hailing from negro Lodges of the Uniteci 
States have been admitted to Mexican 
Lodges? 

A. Not to my knowledge. 
Q. Do you know what the sentiments 

of Mexican Masons are in respect to said 
negro Masons? 

A. No, I have never heard the mat­
ter mentioned. 

Q. Do you believe they would be 
admitted if they wouln apply thereto. 

A. I presume that they would. 
Q. Is the Grand Dieti!. or are other 

Mexican bOLlies in full communication 
with the Grand Orient of France? 

A. My understanding is that they 
are. 

Q. Has any other Mexican Masonic 
body protested pu blic\y against the claim 
of the Grand Dieta to exclusive jurisdic­
tion of the three Symbolic Degrees? 

A. Regeneratron Longe protested 
again~t the jUl isdiction of the Grand Dieta 

Q. You do not know of any other 
Lodges? 

A. Yes, there are th ree or fou r, but 
I do not know what the names are. 

Q. Do Mexican Masons talk publicly 
and in public places about Masonic mat­
ters? 

A. 
Q. 

type? 

Yes, everywhere. 
Are their rituals published in plain 

A. They are. 
Q. Do you know the name of that 

LO ' lge of women? 
A. I do not remember now. 



Bro. Randolph states that all the w ork 
in the Lodge i, read by the o ffi oers from 
books ~)[i n t e d in ordinary ty pe. 

Brother Ran dolph i~ a Ma, ter ;Vlason 

in good standing in Toltec Lodge, and 
I have 3cte ' l as Stenogra pher, an d am a 

a~' t er M a SUll of E x(;d,iur Lodge N. 0 

41 of L a Porte. Ind . 

ALFRED M. DAKIN. 
Pte. de San Francisco N. 0, 1 PAUL RANDOLPH. 

Attest, 
RICH AR D E. CHI SJII , W. lVI. City of Me xi(Q, Jan. 13th 1893. 

J. C. M OR DUU G H, S. W. 

-----0-'-' ---

STATEMENT 
Made by Bro. John Pet.er Klench ill the )u'csence of R. E. Chism, Master, and J. C. 

Mor(lollgb, Senior Warden, Toltec Lodge No. 520 A. F. A.. M •• Jan. 16th 1893. 

Q. State your na me, nationality, resi. 
dence and ocupation . 

A. John P et e r Clench, natura lized 
Ameri can citizen ; re~id e nce City of Me· 
xico, veterinary ~urgeon. 

Q. Are you connecte li with any Lod· 
ge In the United t:)tates? 

A. I am a member in good standing 
of ~l orning Star Lodge of Stockton, 
Val. 

Q. Have you ever been connected 
with any Lodge working under the Gra nd 
Dieta of Mexico? 

A . I w as an a ffili ated member of 
Anahuac Lodge N.o 141 A. F. & A. 
Scottish Rite of the Grand Dieta of Me· 
xico. 

Q. H ow di d you become a member 
of Anahuac Lodge without depositing 
a demit? 

A. I was vouched for. 

Q. They did not a&k you for a demit? 

A. They did not ask for a demit or 
any thing dse. 

A. How many degrees have you reo 
ceived of the Scutti .. h Rite in Mexico? 

A. N one. 

Q . Is the Grand Ditta of Mexico a 
Scotti~h Rite Body? 

A. They work under the Scottish 
Rite in the three lower degrees. 

Q. H ave you ever seen a Bible in a 
M exican Masoni c Lod g e? 

A. h M exican Lodges, no; in Ana­
huac Locl g e, yes. 

Q. I s A na hu ac under the same juris­
di (; lion as the M exi(;an Lodges? 

A. Exactly the same thing. 

Q. How is it th at they use a Bible in 
Ana huac Lodge then and do not use it 10 

a ny of the other Lodges? 
A. I lio not know. 
Q . H ave Y OLl been present at the 

ta ki ng of a llY of the degree,. of Entered 
Apprenti ce, Fell owcraft 01 Mabter Ma"on 
in any Mexican Lodge? 

A. I have . I was present in the first 
and th ird degrees. 

Q. In what Lodges? 

A. R egeneration. During my con­
nection with Ana huac LoLlge only one 
was ma cl e a Ma ster Mason, and he by 
di spensation. 

. Q. Are the obligations in these de­
g ree :; ill Mexican Lodges taken in a ~tan· 
ding position? 

A. One is t aken kneeling and the 
others standing up. 



Q. Is it true that all the business in 
Mexican Masonic Lodges is done in the 
E ntered Apprentice uegree? 

A. Yes, all the business of the Lodge 
is transacted in the Entered Apprentice 
degree. 

Q. Then that degree is in effect the 
principal degree of the Lodge? 

A. It is the principal degree of the 
Lodge. Any Mason who is an Entered 
Apprentice Mason has all the privileges 
of a Mason. 

Q. Do you consider the pract ice s of 
freemasonry un der the jurisdiction of 
the Grand :::> ieta a s lawful a nd just 
according to the usages in the United 
States? 

A. My im pression is that it is not . 

Q. What is your opinion of the' in 
te rnal discipline of the Mexican Lodge~ 
as far as you have seen? 

A. The discipline is very bad . I do 
not think there is any discipline at all 

Q. Doyru kuow whether a ny w omen 
in :\1 ex ico possess th ::: secrets o f Mason­
ry in the three Symbolic D egrees? 

A. I have seen women sit in Mexi· 
call Lodges. I have seen 5 w omen in 
Regeneration Lodge who gave the signs 
of regular Ma-;o ns. They were then 
aske ll by the Master t v be seated. which 
they did anu li st ened to the Secretary's 
report, etc. I have seen a body of Ma· 
sonic women stano gU .l rd around the 
bouy of General Pacheco, properly dres­
sed, with ~ words in hand, and were given 
a posI tion in the funeral procession, and 
w ere acknowledged as Masons . I also 
heard from two Masons that these women 
were present at the election of Grand 
M ("tel' of the Grand Lodge. 

C. Are these women admitted to the 
male Lo1ges of ;\Iasons during the wor­
king of Degrees? 

.\. I h;w e not seen them uuring the 
workillg of Degrees, but I firUlly believe 
that they are admitted_ 

Q. Do you know what precautions 
are taken to prevent the ad mi"sion of 
unworthy persons to memhe r~ h l p in Me­
xic«n Lodges, an d whether such persons 
are frequently found as members l 

A. In my Lodge, anybody was re­
ceived showing the certIficate of Granu 
Maste r Canton, and never examined in 
Anahuac Lodge. I was present when 
one suc h accepted visitor was refused in 
Toltec Lodge as a Mason he not knowing 
any thing about Masonry. 

Q. Do you know what form of exa­
min ation is used for vis itors in Mexican 
Lodges> 

A I never was examined in a Mexi­
can Lodgp.. 

Q. Do you believe that Mexican Ma­
sonIc Lodge~ have any connection with 
politics? 

A. I firmly believe they do. 
Q. Do Mexican Masons talk puhlic­

Iy and in public places about Masonic 
Malters l 

A. I do not know. 
Q. Do you know whether l\fexican 

Masons prese rve sec resy in regard to 
proceedings in their Lodges? 

A. As regards An ahuac Lodge, no. 
But from personal experience I know 
nothing in regard to other Mexican Ma­
sonic Lodges. 

Q Have you ever been informed by 
any leading 'officer that there was nose­
cresy in Mexican Lodges? 

A. I have been. yes. The Past Master 
of Anahuac Lodge told me five succes­
sive times that there Was no secresy in 
Ma'ionry, and at the same time threate­
ned to have me put in prison for signing 
the reports as a member ·of an inve~tiga. 
ting committee, the same report being 
unfavorable to the applicant, saying 
that I defamed the can cl idate 's good 
r<'p utation, repe, ting severa l times that 
I \\' a" liable to pri son, and upen my 
argui ng that I relied upon the secret chao 
rac[er of that oocument and upon the offi­
cial evidence that I had in my pocket, so 
I was not afraid of any prosecution. 



Upon that the Past J\faster re pl ied that 
there was Il l! Sr l'resy in i\'h~on ry, r<" pea­
tin g th e same fiv e t imes . H e ad ded th.i t 
the c:an d iJ ate k neW of th e secret w ()r k 
of the committee, he a llt! t he Acting .\-rd ~ · 
ter having advised him about it. 

Attest, 
RlCHARD E. CHlSM, W. 1\1. 

J. C. MO RD OUG H, S. W. 

Q. Do you make this declaration upon 
you r hunor as a man and a Mason? 

A . I ~ ta te this a" the whole t ruth and 
not h' l:g but tne t r u~h, upon my honvr a" 
a ma ll a nd as a Ma~on. 

J. P. KLENCH. 

A. M. DAKIN, 

/::)te Ilographer. 

---- ..... - --

S TATE M ENT 
Made by Bro. HOWltrll C. Walker in tbe presence of U. E. C])ism, Mast.er, and J. C. Morllougb 

Seuior War lleu, Toltec Lodge No. 520 A. F. & A. M, January 16th 1893. 

Q. State you r name, n ationality, reo 
sidence and occupation . 

A. Howanl C. Wa lke r, A mer ican, 
residence r-,IIex lco, for'ne r re ~ id e nce Char· 
lest on, S. O. and am G e ll era l A ge nt o f 
the Travelle rs Ins. Co. of Hartford, 
Conn 

Q. State your present Masonic con· 
nections in the United States, if any. 

A. I have no ne except T oltec Lod;;e. 
Q. H ;.; ve you eve r been connect d 

with any Lod g e w orki ng uuder the 
Grand Dieta of Mexico? 

A Yes. 
Q. W hi ch Lodges? 
A. Regeneration N. 0 103. 

Q. H aw many d egrees have you re o 
ceived of the Scottish Rite as practiceu 
in Mexico? 

A. Thirty. 
Q. Is or is not the Grand Dieta a 

Scottish Rite body? 
A. I ~hould consider it so. 
Q. Have you ever seen a Bible in any 

M exican Masonic Lodge, or u sed the· 
rein? 

A . No. 
Q. Have YOll ever .been present at 

the taking of any of the degrees of En· 

tered A ppre ntic", Fell owcraft or Ma~ter 
M a-';0n in an y Mt xican Lodge? 

A. Y es. 
Q. Were th o~e Lodges un de r th (~ ju. 

riSclicti o n of the Gra nd Dit ta? 
A . Y es. 
Q A re the obligations of: he above 

d eg rees in sa id Lodges taken on honor, 
or have th ey a penalty ann exed thereto? 

A. They have no penalties, and are 
taken o n their ho nor. 

Q. Are the above obligations taken 
in a sta n Jing position? 

A . Ye ~. 

Q Is a ny of the clothing removed 
fr om the pe r=on about to take s uch obli· 
gatio n ::; ? 

A. Not entirely removed. 
Q. Is, or is not th t: candidate blind· 

folded at the taking of said oblig ltions? 

A . No, he is not blindfolded at the 
time of t aking the obligation, but stan· 
ding at the alta r with hiS hands on tbe 
square hnd compass. 

Y. I s it true that all the business in 
the M exican Masonic Lodges is done in 
the E nt e red Apprentice Degre p. ? 

A. It is done in th Entered Appren­
tice degree. 



Q. Do you consider the practices of 
Freemasonry unuer thejurisdiLtion ofthe 
Grand Dieta as lawful and just accord· 
ing to the usages of the York Rite in the 
U 11 ited States? 

A. No, not in accordance with Yor­
kine princ iples. 

Q. What is your opinion of the in­
ternal discipline of the Mexican Lodges 
alluded to as far as you have seen? 

A. Regeneration Was a Well gover­
ned Lodge, but I do not know any thing 
in regard to the ba lance of the Lodges. 

Q. Do you know whether any women 
in Mexico possesess the secrets of ma­
sonry in the three Symbolic Degrees? 

A. Yes,!. do. 
Q. Are any Women admitted to the 

male Lodges of Masons from your oWn 
knowledge, or have you only heard so, 
and if so, from whom? 

A . I have seen them there while 
working in the Entered Apprentice de · 
·gree. 

Q. Do you know what precautions 
are taken to prevent admission of un · 
worthy persons in Mexican Lodges, and 
whether such persons are frequently 
found as members' 

Q. Yes, there are frequently very 
unwurthy persons admitted, and the .only 
precau ions tnat I gave seen is asking 
for their cred entia ls from their lodges, 
but I have never ~ een the men examined. 

Q. Do you know What form of exami­
nation is used for visitors of Mexican 
Lodges? 

A. They are admitted on the pres­
entation of credentials from their lodges 
without exa minati .n. 

Q. Do you believe that Mexican 
Ma- onic Lodges have any conection 
with politlc~? 

A. Yes, I do. According to my 
experience the Grand Dieta was formed 
&s a political body. 

Attest. 
RICHARD E. CHIS;'I, W. M. 

J. C. MORD.oUGH, S. W. 

~9 

Q Do YDU know if any negro Masons 
hailing from negro lodges in the United 
States have been admitted to Mexican 
Lodges? 

A. I do not know. I never saw them. 
Q. Do you know what the sentiments 

of Mexican Masons are in respect to said 
negro Mason s? 

A. I have never heard an .opinion. 
Q. Do you think they wou ld be 

admitted to Mexican Lodges if applica­
tion was made thereto ' 

A. I do not know anything about 
these poillts . 

Q. Do you know Whether the Grand 
Dieta or other Mexica n Masonic bodies 
are in communication with the Grand 
Orien . of France? 

A. I think that them are, but am not 
positively certain . 

Q Has any Mexican Masonic body 
protested publiclyagatn st the clams of 
the Gran Dieta to the exclusive juris­
diction of the three Symbolic Degres? 

A. The Grand Lodge of "Llbres y 
Aceptados M-isones" of the Feueral Dis· 
tric has protested against them 

Q. Do M r' xican Masons talk publicly 
and in public places about Ma~oflil': 
matterii'? 

A. On several occasions I han hf arc1 
thelll L10 ~o 

Q Are the rituals publbhed in com­
mon type? 

A. Not the whole. 
Q. Do they use rituals in common 

type when conferring their degrees in 
the Lodges? 

A. I have seen them use the Ritual 
in common type when conferring the 
fi rst th ree Degrees. 

Brother Wa lker is a Master Mason in 
good standing in Toltec Lodge, and I 
A. M. Dakin, have acted as Stenograph. 
er, and am a Master Mason of Excel­
sior Lodge ~o. 41 .of La Porte, Ind. 

Mexic.o, January 16th 1893, 
H.oWARD C. WALKER 



10 . -
STATEMENT 

Malle by Bro • • Tames C. rrlH r. III t ile presence orR. E. Chism, Master, and J. C. Mordouglt, 
Swlo . W:U'(lCll, Toltec Lodge No. 520 ,t. F. & A. M., .Jan.19th 1893 

Q. S tnte YOllr name, mttionality, 
residence alld occupRtion . 

A. James l' . Hill Jr., born in 
Seottsville, Vn .. , resid ence, City of 
l\{cxi.co, connected with the Mexican 
Telephone CO. 

Q. State your past Masonic 
connections in the United States. 

A. Between the years 1882 & 
1889, I served as Sell ior Deacon, 
,senior Warden and Junior vVarden, 
and Ma.ster of Scottsville Lodge, 
Scottsville, Va. D Ild am now a Past 
:Mastel'. Am a member and Junior 
Warden of Tolteo Lod ge. 

Q. Have you evp.r been connected 
with any Lodge ,. orking under the 
Gran Dieta of 1llexico? 

A. Yes, Iwas a member of Rege­
neration for several months. I 
retained my membership in Rege­
neration after they seceded from 
the Gran Dieta. 

Q. If you have been connected 
with Mexican Masonry, why did 
you leave it? 

A. I left it because I did not 
think there was ILlly resernblnnoe 
whatever to what I knew oflVIasonry 
in the United States. 

Q. How many degrees have you 
received in the Scottish Rite as 
practiced in Mexico? 

A. I tuok twenty six degrees in 
one afternoon, but I do not know 
whether they were reg-ular or not. 

Q. Is the Grand Dieta a Scottish 
Rite body? 

A. I do not know whether it is 
or not; I understand that it claims 
to be. 

Q. Have you ever seen a Bible 
in any Mexican Masonic lodge, or 
uSt d therein? 

A. I never have. 
Q. Have you ever been present 

at the taking of any of the degrees 
of Entered Apprentice. Fellowcraft 
and Master Mason in any Mexiean 
lodge? 

A. I have of the three degrees. 
Q. What lodges? 
A. None except Regeneration. 

Q. Are the obligations 1I1 the 
above degrees in said Lodges taken 
on honor, or have they a penalty 
annexed thereto? 

A. To the best of my recollection 
it was simply on honor. I am not 
positively certain on that point. 

Q. Are the above obligations 
taken in a s tanding position? 

A. I remember at the ceremonies 
they played on a bass drum and 
cymbals, and flashing- fire under the 
candidate's face, but I do not 
remember in what position the oath 
was taken. Also, that to be known 
to a ll Brothers, the candidate was 
to ld tha t it ,vas necessill'yforhim to 
be branded, which they did by 
blowing out a candle and applying' 
it while it was hot to the candidate. 

Q. Is n.ny of the clothing removed 
from the person about to take said 
obligations? 



A. I think none. 
Q. Are metallic or mineral 

substances removed? 
A. No, Sir. 
Q. Is it true that all the business 

done in Mexican Masonic lodges is 
done in the Entered Apprentice 
Degree? 

A. Yes sir, and the Master 
Masons' Lodge is only opened to 
confer the Master Mason's degree. 

Q. Do you consider the practices of 
Freemasonry under the jurisdiction 
of the Grand Dieta as lawful and 
just according to the usages of the 
York Rite in the United States? 

A. By no means. 
Q. What is your opinion of the 

internal discipline of the Mexican 
Lodges alluded to as far as you have 
seen? 
• A. I do not know much about 

their discipline. 
Q. Do you know whether any 

woman in Mexico possess the seerets 
of Mn,sonry in the three symbolic 
degrees? 

A. I do not know. I have been 
told by women that they had the 
three Symbolic Degrees. I have 
becn given the Master Mason's 
L. P. grip by a woman. 

Q. Have you ever seen any 
women admitted to Lodges? 

A. I have only seen women on 
public occasions with regalia and 
sitting in the Lodges. I have only a 
seen them on public occasions ·with 
regalia marching in processions. 

Q. Doyol! know what precautions 
are taken to prevent the admission 
of unworthy persons in Mexican 

lodges, and whether such persons 
are frequently found as members? 

A. I think the usual precautions 
are taken, or at least so far as the 
appointing of a committee is concer­
ned butIhave known many unworthy 
persons to be admitted. 

Q. Do you know wha.t form of 
examinati()n is used for visitors of 
Mexican Lodges? 

A. A. man is requested to show 
his receipts for dues in the Lodges of 
which he declares himself to be a 
member. 

Q. Do you believe or know that 
Mexican Masonic lodges have any 
connectio~ with politics? 

A. I am inclined to think so. I 
was in the Lodge when a resolution 
was offered endorsing President 
Diaz for re-election, and I was 
afterwards informed by members of 

the Lodge that it was unanimously 
adopted, not having been present 
myself at the voting. 

Q. Do you believe that negro 
Masons, hailing from negro lodg·es 
in the United States would be 
admitted to Mexican Masonic Lodges 
if they were to apply thereto? 

A. I ch.nnot form an opinion 
about it. ' ~ see no reason to doubt it. 

Q. Do you know whether any 
other Mexican Masonic body has 
prot(\sted pu blicly against the claims 
oftile Gran Dieta for the jurisdiction 
ot the three Symbolic Degrees? 

A. Personally, I do not. 

Q. Do you know whether the 
Gran Dieta is in full communication 
witl1 the Grn.nd Orient of France? 



A. From Mexican Masons I have 
heard so; I do not po~itively know 
it of my own knowledg-e. 

Q. Do lVIexican l\Iasons tal k 
openly and in public places about 
Masonic matters? 

A. Not that I know of. 

Attest, 

RICHARD E. CmSM, W. M. 

J. C. MORDOUGH, S. w. 

2J 

. 
. Q. Have you seen them use in 
the lodges ritual~ printed in common 
type? 

A. No, but have seen them printed 
on n type-writer. 

The above statement is made upon 
my honor as a Master 1\1ason. 

JAMES C. HILL JR. 

A. M. DAKIN, 

STENOGRAPH E R 

N'OTE.-Many other statements can be \lad simHar to the above, 
Anahnac Lodge, referred to in the above Statements, is an English sp'ealdng Lodge, under the' 

Grand Dieta. 
It will he seen that most of the above brethren suppose the Grand Dieta to be a Rcottlsh Rite 

Body. As I have noted on page 7 it claims to work "Universal Masonry", according to th e Grand 
Secretary, E. R. Canton. 

To prevent any misunderstanding the writer will adll that he is a R. A. ~fason, a Knight 
'remplar anti a Scottish Rite Mason of the Northerll Jurisdiction of the United States. He wag, 
lai;eLl, exalted alld knighted in the year 1814 in Easton, Pensylvunia anti has since visittld in some­
twenty Stales of the American Union. 

RICHARD E. CHIS)!, 

• 

. . .. 


