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AN INSIDE VIEW

OoF

MEXICAN MASONRY.

—_———————
DEDICATED 10 THE YORK RITE
IN THE

UNITED STATES AND PARTICULARLY TO THE GRAND LODGE oF MISSOURI,

HALL OF TOLTEC LODGE
No, 520 A. F. &. A. M. ,
Under Charter from the City or MEx100, MARCH 31ST. 1893,

Grand Lodge of Missouri.

To TeE GraND MasTeER oF THE GRAND LODGE oF MISSOURI.

DeAR & HoNORED SIR & BROTHER:—

It is now over ten years since Toltec Lodge, N°. 520, came into existence
through the decree of your Worshipful Grand Lodge, It Was instituted in 1882,
and held its first meeting on December 28th of that year. It was chartered in
the following vear under your honored predecessor, Lee A. Hall, Grand Master
of the Grand Lodge of Missouri, and has continued under the obedience of that
Grand Lodge up to today, working strictly in accordance with the Ancient Lan-
marks of the Order (see letter of J. H. Vandeman at end)

Before proceeding farther, we must notice that at the time that this Lodge was
chartered, the Grand Lodge of the York Rite formerly existing in this country
had disappeared some fifty years before amid the storms of revolution. The pre.-
sent Grand Lodge of the Federal District and its competitor, the so.called Grand
Dieta, slumbered as yet in the womb of time. There was even no Grand Orient
to represent the Scottish Rite, and the only governing body of that Rite then in
existence was the Supreme Council of the 33.° The founders of our lodge, as a
matter of courtesy only, ohtained the waiver of the said Supreme Council of any
Jurisdiction over us, and that paper is preserved in your archives today,
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TRANSLATION.

THE EXACT TRANSLATION TIIEREOF IS AS FOLLOWS

——e

AB UNIVE RSI TERRANUM ORBIS SUMMI ARCHITECTORIS GLORIAM

"~ GR.- SEC.-. GEN.- X VALLEY OF MEXICO, 27th.
NUMBER 3616. R | MAY. 1882 (B, V.".)
“ORDO AB CHAO"”
To tag SuB.". P.. R... | W.J. pE GrESS, Preseat.

SaL. . Est.". Pop,
X.'. AND P... CaB.".

This Gr.. Sec.". has duly received your Com.". of the 25th. Inst. [E... V.".]in
which you manifest yourdesire to establishin thisOr.",a Lodge of the York R.. Work-
ing in the English language, for the purpose that all the American.”. M.". Mas.
sons. . already here and those vonstantly coming to the country, could assist at its
meetings, Who do not visit the Lodges.". established here, on account of their not
speaking the Spanish language, and I beg to tell you in answer, that the “Supre.-
me.. Council.".”” finds no objection ana,mst said purpose, pxowded that the
authorization for the work.". in the York Rite of the aforesaid Lodge.". proceeds
from a Gr.'. Lodge.". eGaHV and duly established and umveruullya(-knowledged in
which case the Supreme Council.t. offers to vou all its aid in everything you
might consider useful for your purpose and the Masonic T Temple, so that after
lawfully establishing the new Lodge.". you might perform in it véur works.".
because said Sup.~ Con.'. esteems in all its value the benefits that said action will
bring on humanity.

Please Receive My A.-. F.-. [Signed| E CHAVERO,
Gr.'. Sec.". Gene.".

In a letter addressed to me by Sov. Grand Commander, Ignacio Pombo, of the
Supreme Council 33.°,dated February 20th. 1893, he says “alluding to theabove’
The Supreme Council will maintain (the above) and allits resotutions, until some
properly founded motive arises to change them.” In conversation with Sov.
Grand Commander, Pombo, he states that he regards Toltec Lodge as as entire-
y and undoubtedly legitimate as any other now at Work in this Republic.

NOTE.—A waiver had previously been obtaimed from a Grand Lodge of the Valley of Mexico, A. and A
Scottish Rite, which is as follows.

TRANSLATION.
VSN o U ¢ A B o RS A S O ¢
TO THE ILLST. BROTHER W. J. DEGREES.
(RO A

In answer to the laudable and just motives you manifest In your letter of the 28th Inst, E.. V..,in which
you request me o ask the necessary authorization to enable you to establish in this Jurisdietion :J. Loigoe
working in the English language, at an extraordinary meeting of this Grand Lodge held )4 sterday, 1t was una-
mm-nhlv appravel to give you f;bwluu, faculty to bring about your deasire fo establis Lo hun Whick
will nndoubtedly contribute to the benefit of tho Universal Masonry, addressing yourseif as you desire to the
M. W Grand Lodge established in the Jurisdiction of Missouri, to which you belong, commuuluutlug to them

your noble resolve.
Please Receive, Illst, Brother, our Dear and Fraternal Rogards, Jurisdiction of Maxico April 20th, 1882, E.», V..

(Signed! FRANCISCO HERNANDEZ Y HERNANDIEZ,

Grand Master,

(Seal) ATTEST. (Signed)  RAF. GARCIA MARTINEZ
Grand Secretary,
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Many efforts have been made Within tWo or three years to induce us to join
our fortunes with the MeXican bodies of Masons. We have not as yet thought
proper to accept any of those offers, and the present letter shall be (Ievotedbto
an exposition of the reasons Why We have not cared to sever our connection With
the Worshipful Grand Lodge of Missouri.

It may not be out of place to note in this connection, that the present writer
now for the second time elected to the honorable position of Worshipful M;;.qter’
of Toltec Liodue, has resided in this country more than twelve vears;iz thorouch-
ly acquainted with the Spanish language and with all the socinl classes here
and has, during the last three years, made a special study ofthe subject of Mexic.
an Masonry. His opinions thereon have been formed from conversalions wth
Mexican Masous, from documentary evidence, and from the statements of many
American brothers who have been connected with, or who have visited Mexican
Masonic Lodges. [See the Statements at end of this paper.] Every fact that may
be stated in this communication can be promptly and indubitably verified.

WANT OF UNION,

The firat objection that we have to Masonry as it exists in MeXico is the want
of union amonust Mexicans themselves. It has been falsely asserted, and these
asserfions have been propagated largely throughout the United States, that the
so.called Grand Dieta of Mexico has united within itself all bedies of Mexican
Masonry and that it properly assumes the exclusive jurisdiction over the Symbol.
ic Devrees in this country, from the fact that it represents the fusion of all pre-
existing Rites. This is not so.

The Mexican National Rite, which has been in existence ever since the year
1825, has always protested, and protests strongly against the claim of the Grand
Dieta to exclusive jurisiiction, and has maintained its own individuality. The
head of this Rite at the present time is Mr. Francisco P. Gochicoa, who is now
the Postmaster General.

'he Reformed Scottish Rite is a much younger organization than the Mexican
National Rite; it goes back only to the year 1871. The Sovereign Grand Com-
mander, Joaquin Pefia, 33.°, of this Rite also strongly objects to, and protests
against the claims of the so called Grand Dieta to the exclusive jurisdiction over
thesymbolic degrees. The Reformed Rite claims sovereignty over the Sywmbolic
Degrees through the Independent Grand Lodge of Free Masons of the Federal
District of Mexico. :

There is yet another Body which is perhaps better known in the United States
than either of the above; it is called the Grand Lodge of the Federal District
F. & A. M., and is quite distinet from the Independent Grand Lodge menti pEy
above. The Grand Master of this Lodge 1s Mr. Benito Juarez, the son of the
great Juarez, the Saviour of Mexico, and one of the greatest figures of our cen.
tury. This organization also protests against the assertedsupremacy of the Grand
Dieta, and has not uniled itself with that body, nor has it any intention of so

doing.
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HISTORY.

The history of the above bodies may be of interest. The Mexican National Rite
was formed, as we have stated, iu the year 1825, by the fusion of the York
and Scottish Rites, as far as they could be fused by the efforts of some nine or
ten Masons of both Rites. The Scottish Rite in its present form was introduced
into this Republic about the year 1866. The Reformed Scottish Rite was the re-
sult of a split from the A. & A. S. Rite in 1871, which left the Supreme Coun-
cil with only 25 members remaining under its allegiance.

In the year 1883 the Supreme Council 33.° announced that it would renounce
what jurisdiction it bad over the three Symbolic Degrees of masonry. This same
body had before had a number of Symbolic Lodges working under its direct
supervision. In pursuance of the proclamation above alluded to, a number of
these lodges, through their representatives, organized the body which is now
known as the Grand Lodge of the Federal District, F. & A. M. The only Lodges
which took part in this movement were Lodges of the Scottish Rite,and although
it is now claimed by this Grand Lodve that it is a York Rite body, I cannot see
why it can be deemed any thing else but a Scottish Rite body, having originated
in the decree of the governing body of that Rite, and by the fusion or assent of
various Symbolic Lodges previously working under the Supreme Council of the
33.° degree.

The beginoing of the Grand Lodge of the Federal District was attended by
some dissensions amongst the Symbolic Lodges and another Grand body, claiming
to have equal jurisdiction and powers, was organized on the same night and in
another department of the same temple by the discordant parties. We believe
that this second organization was afterward converted into or became a body
known as the Grand Orient of the A. & A. S. R.

In the course of some years which followed the organization of the Grand Lod.
ge of F. & A. M., the powers which governed the A. & A, S. R. became dissa-
tisfied with the working of that Grand Lodge and on December 27th 1890, the
Supreme Council 33.%, of the A. & A. S. R. issued a decree which called into
existence a new body for the government of Symbolic Masonry, to be known as
the Grand Symbolic Scottish Diet of the Republic of MeXico. This body, in pur-
asunce of the said decree, came 1uto existencein February 1891, some eight years
after the institution of Toltec Lodge.

Itwill be seen, and is a fact, that the orgavization of the Grand Dieta, which
now claims exclusive jurisdiction over Symbolic Masonry in this Republic, was
not the result of any convocativn or convention of Masons; it was the act of the
Supreme Grand Council A. & A. 8. R.which called the Grand Dieta into existence,
and it still exists by the will of that Supreme Body. Having been thus called into
existence, it cannot have any other powers than it derived from its origin. That
originbeing from the governing body of the Scottish Rite, the Grand Dietacannot,
or ought pot, to claim any jurisdiction whatever over bodies of the York Rite,
such for example as Toltec Lodge, and especially when our Lodge was in existence
at least eight years before the Grand Dieta was even thoughs of. This would be
the case even were there no competitors for the supreme jurisdiction of the
Symbolic Degrees in this Republic, but when there are existing, as we have shown,
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at least three other bodies who claim exclusive jurisdiction here over the Symbolic
Deyrees, if still further vitiates the title to the supremacy which is claimed by
the Grand Dieta,

UNIVERSAL MASONRY.

I had a very pleasant interview with D. Ermilo Canton, the Grand Secretary
of the Grand Dieta, on February 22 nd.

Ho stated to me that the Grand Dieta has dropped the word “Scottish” from
its title and is known simply as the “Grand Symbolic Dieta.” He also stuted that
the Grand Dieta is now neither a York nor a Scottish Rite body; he claims that
it practices * Universal Masonry” which is in accord with and embraces all Rites,
including the Rite of Memphis, &e. &ec. and in fact everything calling itself Mason-
ry. This leads directly on to the more important subject of the differences which
exist, between our Work as York Rite Masons, and the Workings of all the Mexi.
can Masonic bodies.

The so- called Mexican National Rite gives 18 degrees, including, of course,
the three degrees of Symbolic Masonry. What the other 15 degrees are, I have
not informed myself, but it is not too much to preswine that a body which claims
exclusive jurisdiction over 18 dezrees, and which works them, as I amn informed
they do by the Grand Master himself, in the same Way as the A & A. S. R., it
not too much to assume, I say, that the differences of that rite from ours wonld
be so great as to render i impossible for us to join them. This same observation
mav ba applied to the Reformed Scottish Rite and to the so-called Grand Lodge
of the Federal District. We may admit that any of these bodies might control
Scoitish Rite Masons in the three Symbolic Dezrees, but we cannot see Why any
of them can claim jurisdiction over the York Rite. As well might the Supreme
Clouncil of the Northern Jurisdiction resident in Boston claim to rule over the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.

DIFFERENCES IN RITUAL.

The differences in rituals and secret work between us and these bodies are
very great. They involve, to my mind, the abandonment of some of fhe most
prominent Landmarks of Ancient Craft Masonry. In this communication, which,
although not inteuded for the publiceye, might possibly fall into the haunds of the
profane, it Would be out of place to specify too closely what these differences
are. I may, however, mention that according to the Rituals in my possession
and to the best oralinformation that I have received, the obligations in the lodges
under the jurisdiction of the Grand Dieta, and of other Mexican Masonic bodies,
are taken on honor, only, while no restrictions, such as we designate by the name
of penalties, are attached thereto.

WOMEN IN MASONRY.

The admission of women to the three degrees of Symbolic Masonry is a well
attested fact. I have myself seen women clothed With regalia enter and be seat-
ed in a Mexican Masonic lodge, when all parties not Masons had been notified
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to retire. It is stated, indeed, by the Mexican Masons, that these Women have an
organization of their own, separate from the male bodies;and known by the name
of the Adoptive Rite. My own investivations, Lowever, and the statements of
several well informed brethren, leave no doubt whatever that these Women are
invested with all the sizns and passwords of the Symbolic Deurees from the first
up to the fourteenth deuree of the Scottish Rite. Thev have been seen in the Sym-
bolic Lodges of the first three degrees during the conferring of deurees, giving
Masonic signs, and have bheen seen in more public celebrations identifying them.
selves in every way with the male members of the craft, This is of itself suffi-
cient to exclude the bodies Who adinit such persons, however estimable they may
ba, from any Masonic standing in connection with the York Rite bodies of the
United States.
NO BIBLE.

Another grave matter is the exclusion of the Bihle from all Mexican Masonic
lodges. This rule and gnide of our faith finds no place upou the altar of Mexican
Masonry, and it is even stated by some brethren that in some of the lodges they
have visited, the idea of the presence of God is altogether disallowed as pars of
the standards of Masonry.

There exists in this city a Lodge chartered by the Grand Orient of France, and
working under that charter. This Lodge is in full and fraternal communication
with Mexican Masonry. The Grand Officers of the Grand Dieta attend the
mestings of this Lodge and take part inits festiviiies, and the Ofticial Bulletin
of the Gran Dieta states that it counts amongst its most honored correspondents
the Grand Orient of France. (Vol XI, 2nd. Epoch, Nos 5 aud 6, March & April,
1892, page 534)

I need nvot stateto yon, Honored Sir, that infidel Masonry, svmbolized by
the Grand Orient of France, has long since been excluded from Masonic com-
munication With all hodies of the York Rite, and that the communion which
the Grand Orient of France has with the Mexican Masonic bodies, aud the
exclusion of the Bible from all Lodges in the country, except Tolrec Lodge, are
sufficient of themselves to stamp with irregularity and with infidelity the bodies
Who have thus removed our oldest and most conspicuous Landmark.

POLITICS.

We may next turn to the subject of Politics. The Mexican National Rite has
been conuected with every revolution that has been had in this country since its
organization in the year 1825, and has been denied recoguition by all foreign
Masonic Bodies on account of that notorious fact.

We also know that in the early part of the year 1892, resolutions were intro-
duced into the bodies subordinate to the Grand Dieta favoring the reeleciion of
Geueral Diaz as President of this Republic.  We kuow also that the Grand Dieta
made a public proclamation, which was published in the newspapers in this city,
of its interest in the re.election of Pre-ident Diaz, and stating its desire that the
same should take place.

The members of the various bodies under the Grand Dieta are nearlyall of them
officeholders of oue kind oranother under the Federal Government. The members




9
of the Mexican National Rite are nearly all of them connected with the Postoflice
Department. The Reformed Scottish Rite and the Grand Lodge of the Federal Dis.
trict are preserving an attitude of hungry expectancy. They represent the “Ouats"”
while the brethren of the Grand Dieta and of the Mexican National represent the
“Ins'" at this moment.

There can be no doubt, in view of the de-larations made by the Gran Dieta,
and the above facts, that these bodies are nothinug more nor less than well orua.
nized political clubs, a part of the machinery by which cerain prominent men
perpetuate their hold on power.

TEXAS AND MEXICO.

We will now direct attention to a very singnlar event in Masonry which hap.
pened during the year 1891, and that is, the recognition of the Grand Dieia of
Mexico by the Grand Lodge of Texas. I have in my possession a copy of the re
port of the Grand Lodge of Texas for the year 1801, and the facts upon which I
base the following ohservations have been in a great measure gathered from that
report. :

In the section thereof entitled “Masonry in Mexico and The Treaty of
Monterrey,,' we learn that brothers Foster of Laredo and Kelso of Iiaule Puss
began an investigation of the authority by which the Mexican lodges alony the
Rio Grande were held and by correspondenceand interviews with promivent Mexi.
can Masons alony the horder, arrived at the conclusion that there had been a re-
organization of Masonry in Mexivo, and that the sole ruling power here is a
Central Grand Body knownas the Grand Symbolic Diet of the United Mexican
States, that it 1s seated in this city, and that it has State Grand Lodges in the
various States and in the Federal District, and that it has Subordivate Lodges
throghout the Republic. How far this assumption was true you may learn hy
an inspection of the former part of this letter.

The then Grand Master of Texas, fortified by the acquaintance and guidance
of a Mexican friend, proceeded to Monterrey in the State of Nuevo Leon, more
than four hundred wniles away from the seat of power of the Grand Dieta. He
was utterly unacquainted with the Spanish langnage, of course largely at the
mercy of his kind entertainers, and through interpreters, he made the famous
treaty Which we have alluded to above.

Does it not occur to you, Honored Sir, reviewing in cold blood this most
remarkable transaction, thit from first to last the Grand Master of Texas never
consulted on this measure except with parties friendly to the Grand Dieta of Me.
xico, aud all of whose interests would lead them to induce him to that step
which he finalty took? When we reflect that all of those gentlemen with Whom
he treated were Federal office holders and owed their daily bread to the patron-
ave of the chiefs of the Grand Dieta, it does not seem strange that they should have
strongly counseled the recognition of that body.

Not one American Mason, Whether residing in this city or elsewhere in the
Republic, was, so far as I can learn, consulted on this matter.

The existence of Toltec Lodue, chartered by the Grand Lodge of Missouri in
this city, was well known in the State of Texus. It was visited by the Grand
Commandery of Texas when on a tour to this City some years ago, and if I do
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not mistake, some of the Grand Officers of the Grand Lodge of Texas, were
among fhose visitors. It seems strange that the opinions and sentiments of the
above Liodge should not have been inquired into with the object of getting an
outside view of the remarkable new institution claiming supremacy over the
Symbolic Degrees, and then less than one year old. Tt seems to me that it would
have been more dignified, less precipitate, Wiser and better, in view of the great
interests involved, to have seunt an investigating committee to this Capital before
taking definite action. It appears to me, and toall American Masons with whom
I have conversed on this subject, thut the proverb “Look before you leap” is as
applicable in Masonic business, and even to the actions of the Grand Master of
Texas as to other worldly affairs, and it seems strange to us, Honored Sir, that
the Grand Loige of Texas should coolly hand over the jurisdiction of Symbelic
Masonry in this country to a socalled Grand body anomalousin its nature and
doubtful in its antecedents, thus indirectly excluding its own Rite of York from
this whole country.

It is impossible to believe that the Grand Master of Texas or any York Rite Mason
Wwould condone the absence of the Bible, the admission of women to Masonry, the
ohligations withoyt penalties and the many other differences of secret work that
would have been evident upon the slightest inquiry into that branch of the sub.
ject. The only conclusion from this is that no examination whatever was iield of
the secret work of the Grand Dieta; that that body was supposed to be legitima-
te only from the fact of calling itself so, and that ordinary cantion was entirely
lest sight of in the whole transaction. This being the case, it seems to us that
the Grand Lodge of Texas has received this Whole Mexican Rite iuto its fellow.
siph with less precautions than are usually taken in allowing a single strange
Mason to visit a Lodge.

The very slightest investigation conducted in a proper manner would have
shown the ahove differences of Ritual thatl have mentioned. It would have shown
that the Grand Dieta is not a reorganization of Masonry in general and that
its claims of sovereiguty to the whole of Symbolic Masonry inthis country have,
as I have heretofore stated, been vigorously resisted and earnestly protested
agaiust by all other bodies of Mexican Masons.

The assertion that General Porfirio Diaz, now President of Mexico, is
also the Grand Master of the Grand Dieta may or may not be true. In any case,
the political position of any particular Mason can haveno bearing whatever upon
the question as to whether the body to which he belongs is or is not entitled to su-
premacy in Masonry, or is or is not within the limits of true and regular Masonic
work.,

It appears to us, in view of all the facts that I have stated, and which can
bee proven in many ways, that the only thing for the Grand Lodge of Texas
to do is to withdraw its hasty recognition of the Grand Dieta of Mexico. If the
Grand Lodge of Texas should persist in admitting to its fellowship a body that
has so far diverged from the great landmarks of the Order, it will soon drift far
away from the principles of all other Grand Lodges of the York Rite now
existing within the United States of America.
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TOLTEC LODGE.

By our investigation and experiences in this country we have been led to be-
lieve, and do believe that Toltec Lodge is the only representative of legitimate
Symbholic Masoury, now at work in this Republic. We believe weshould forfeit all of
our rights as Ma~ons were we to incorporate ourselves withany Mexican body now
existing. In fact We are determined not to incorporate ourselves with any Mexi-
can body, and should the Worshipful Grand Lodge of Missouri see fit to with-
draw the charter now in our possession, it is our 1Intention to dissolve our pre-
sent lodge and not unite ourselves in any way whatever with Mexican Masonry.

The result of this action would be a loss to you of a loving, obedient and re-
gular lodge. It wonld be a gain to no one. We ask yourearnest consideration of
the above facts before deciding.

FUSION IMPOSSIBLE.

1t is our opinion that the tenets of Freemasonry as practiced by us are so very
far from the tenets of Freemasonry as held by the Mexican Masonic bodies, that
communion or fusion betWeen us is, at the present time, impossible, although we
feel the utmost good will towards them and would be pleased to be on good terms
with them as far as consistent with adherence to the Ancient Landmarks of the
Order. We have not made these remarks to depreciate in any way the Mexican
people. They are in many Ways a noble and intelligent race, but the so-called
Masonry in Mexico has no more real relation to Masonry in the United States
or England than have the Knights of Pythias or the Odd Fellows.

So far iv this the case, that it would be impossible for any Mexican - Mason,
however well instructed he might be in his own Ritual, to work his way
into an Awmerican Lodye by examination. The passwords are not greatly different,
but the signs and the Lecture are entirely so, and would never be recognized
by any examining committee that knew its duty.

INVASION OF JURISDICTION.

No charge of invasion of jurisdiction can ever be urged against the Grand
Lodge of Missouri, on account of the founding of Toltec Lodge, except by persons
entirely ignorant of the facts in the case. To such it might well be asked,
Whose or what jurisdiction has been invaded?

The Mexican National Rite and the Scottish Rite are the only two organiza-
tions that were here before us, if we leave the Reformed Scottish Rite out of the
question,

The Mexican National Rite has never claimed jurisdiction over us or over the
York Rite at all, and, as I have mentioned, the wWaivers of jurisdiction by the A.
& A. Scottish Rite, as I havecopied them, are on file in the archives of the Grand
Lodge of Missouri.

Between Toltec Lodge and the Supreme Council 33.° of the A. & A. Scottish
Rite, the utmost good feeling prevails. Last May I received a letter from
that Supreme Body, signed by Gen. Porfirio Diaz, expressing its satisfaction at
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hearing of the continued existeuce and prosperity of Toltec Lodge, and now the
letter of February 20th 1893, referred to before, and personal assurances from
Sov. Grand Commander, Pombo.

The only bodies that are said to have objected to our presence here are the so-
called Grand Lodge of the Federal District and the Grand Dieta.

.Both of the above Bodies are younger than Toltec Lodge, and both of them
derive such powers as they possessed while working in legitimate Masonry from .
the same Supreme Council of the 33.° which, in the beginning of our Lodge, for-
mally waived all jurisdiction it might have had over us.

Having once divested itself of such jurisdiction, it is evident that the Supreme
Council could not transmit to any subsequently formed body the powers it did
not then possess, consequently we do not owe any allegiauce whitever to either
of the above named Bodies, even did there not exist the great differences of Rite,
Ritual and Secret Work to which I have before alluded, and which should
exclude both the above Bodies from commuunion with York Rite Masons.

The Grand Lodge of California recognized the Grand Lodgce of the Federal
District in 1886; the Grand Lodge of Texas recognized the rival body, the Grand
Dieta, in 1891, but we respectfully decline, for reasons heretofore stated, to
join either one of these contending parties, as we are persuaded that npon more
thorough investigation of the facts, both Texas and California will take the
same view of the subject as we do ourselves.

We are ready to promote and assist such investigation by all means in our
power, whether undertaken by private individuals, or by any regular Masonic
Body that desires further light in this matter.

Hoping that the above will receive due and favorable consideration, I remain

Yours Fraternally,
RicaRrD E. CHISM,
W. M. of Toltec Lodge N.° 520 °

ADDRESS:
RICHARD E. CHISM,
3.% Independencla No. 1,
Olty of Mexico, MEXICO,
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AN OUTSIDE VIEW -

TOLTEC LODGE.

CHATTANO0GA; TENN., 1—20—93.

R. E. CHisy,

W. M. Toltec Lodge 520. F. & A. M.
Drar Sir & Bro:

Your esteemed favor of the 14th inst is before me. I take great pleasure in .
replying, and, first let me thank you for the expressions of yood will and favors
shown me by yourself and other members of your live and active Masonic Lodge.

1 never visit any place, when away, but (if then, only a day or two) but what I
make it my business to visit a Masonic body, and I assure you I was muck pleased
with not only the reception tendered my self and friend, but the harmonious work-
ing of your Lodge, the strict observance of the Ancient Landmarks of Masonry (for -
wich I am a great “Stickler”) and the strict but just examination of visitors before
their admission, conducted, if T am correct, by the Master himself. (December 2nd.
1892.) I have been a Master Mason for 25 or more years, 11 years of that time the
W. M. of my lodge; have held important positions in the Grand Lodge of  Tennes-
se, High Priest of my Chapter for many years, T. Ill. M. of my Council for some
seven years, and my visit to your lodge wasin strict accord with our work in Ten-
nessee, opening and closing identical—ditto the working, as far as seen, the officers
well up in their duties, and I was not only pleased ‘and gratified with the working
of the Lodge, but I hope benefited by my visit.

The G. Lodge of Missouri has, in your Lodge, not only a helpmeet in the great -
work of Masonry, but we (rust a nucleus, parent Lodge, from which many men may .
spring up in the near future, and I can only wish the new ones may have the same
spirit manifested, the same zeal in the good work exemplified, and the same cor-
diality extended to all visitors as in now displayed in Toltec Lodge N.© 520 F.
& A, M.

With my best wishes for the continued prosperity and usefulness of your Lodge
and.yourself and officers thereof, I have the honor to be

Very Respectfully,
Your Obt. Sert.,
J. H. Van Deman, .
Late W. M. Chattanooga Lodge,

No. 199 F. & A. M.
1 Give my kindest regards to friend Bush,

A true Copy on honor,

Ricuarp E. CHisM,
W. M. Toltec Lodge. -




STATEMENT

Made by Bro. Paul Randolph in the presence of R. E. Chism, Master and J. C. Mordough,
Senior Warden, Toltec Lodge No. 520, A. ¥. & A, M.

Q. State your name. residence and
occupation,

A. Paul Randolph, City of Mexico,
occupation Book keeper.

Q. Your home is where?

Q. Washington City, D. C.

A. State your present Masonic con-
nection in the United States, if any.

A. 1Ihavenone,except Toltec Lodge.

Q. Have you ever been connected
withany Lodge working underthe Grand
Dieta of Mexico?

A. Yes; two. the Polar Star Lodge
No. 1, Durango, and Regeneration No,
103 of the City of Mexico.

Q* Have you ever visited any Lodges
besides these?

A. Yes, pretty much all of the Lodges
in the City of Mexico, including Anahuac
Lodge.

Q. Why did you leave Mexican Ma-
sonry?

A. Because I refused to recognize
the jurisdiction of the Grand Dieta,

Q. How many degrees have you re-
ceived in the Scottish Rite as practiced
in Mexico?

A. Three degrees,

Q. Is, oris not, the Grand Dieta a
Scottish Rite body?

A, Isis, to my understanding, as far
as my knowledge goes.

Q. Have you everseen a Bible in
any Mexican Masonic Lodge, or used
therein?

A. Never.

Q. Have vou ever been present at
the taking of any of the degrees of En-
tered Apprentice, Fellowcraft or Master
Mason in any Mexican Lodge?

A, Yes.

Q. In what Lodge or Lodges, an
under what jurisdiction?

A, In several Lodges in the City of
Mexico under the jurisdiction of the
Grand Dieta.

Q. Are the obligations of the ahove
degrees in said Lodges taken on honor,
or have they a penalty annexed thereto?

A. The obligation is taken on your
honor as a man, and the Deity does not
figure in it at all,

Q. Are the above obligations taken
in a standing position?

A. Always, with the hand resting on
the Book of Constitutions.

Q. Isany of the clothing removed
from the person about to take the obli-
gation.

A, Nothing but rolling up the trou-
sers leg, and having the coat half on and
half off.

Q. Are any mineral or metallic «ubs-
tances removed {rom the candidate?

A, They are sometimes and some
times they are not,

Q. Are any cable tows used on or
about the person about to take the obli-
gation?

A. Yes,

Q. Is, oris not the candidate blind-
folded at the time of taking said obli-
gation?

A. I think he takes it with his eyes
uncovered.

Q. Is it true that all business in Me-
xican Masonic Lodges is done in the
Entered Apprentice degree?

A, Yes.

Q. Is that degree in effect the prin-
cipal degree of the Lodge?

A. [Itisthe principal working degree,
and all the businessin the Mexican Lod-
ge is done in that degree.

Q. Do you consider the practices of
Masonry under the jurisdiction of the
Grand Dieta and other Mexican bodies,
as lawful and just according to the usa-
ges of the York Rite in the United
States?

A. Tdo not,




"A. What is the internal discipline of
the Mexican Lodges alluded to as far as
you have seen?

A, It is very lax in every sense,
Q. Can you give any particuiars?
A, Well, Yes. In the first placea

visitor when presenting his diploma is
almost invariably admitted without any
further examination, or any thing else,

Q. Do you know whether the exclu-
sion of women from Masonry is prescribed
under the Symbolic Degrees of Mexi-
cans.

A. No, it is not.

Q. Do you know whether any wo-
men in Mexico possess the secrets of
Masonry in the three Symbolic Degrees.

A. T do. Numbers of them., Ido
not know them by name, There is a
Lodge composed entirely of women and
working in the three degrees.

Q. Do they work the degrees the
same as the men, with all the proper
signs and passwords of the men? ;

A, Yes, and they are admitted up to
the 14th degree Scottish Rite.

Q. Areany women admitted to the
male Lodges of Misonry from your own
kuow ledge, or have you only heard so?

A. I have sat in Lodge with them.

Q. Regeneration Lodge?

A. Yes, Regeneration Lodge.

Q. Do you know whether parties un-
der 21 years of age are admitted to take
the Symbolic Degrees?

A. No, they are not, but the son of a
Master Mason can take his Apprentice
degree at the age of 19.

Q. Doyou know what precautions
are taken to prevent admission of unw-
orthy persons in Mexican Lodges, and
if such persons are frequent there?

A. They are, i

Q. What precautions are taken to
keep them out?

A. Committees are very lax,

Q. Do you know what form of exa-
mination i» used for admission of visi-
tors in Mexican Lodges?

Ix .

A. A series of questions; but they
never azk a man but three or four ques-
tions and that is the end of it. The exa-
mination is a secondary thing altogether,
If they can give the password and grip,
they waive the examination,

Q. Do you believe that any of the
Mexican lLodges have any connection
with politics?

A, Only from hearsay.

Q. Doyouknow ifany negro Masons
hailing from negro Lodges of the United
States have been admitted to Mexican
Lodges?

A. Notto my knowledge,

Q. Do ynu know what the sentiments
of Mexican Masons are in respect to said
negro Masons?

A. No, I have never heard the mat-
ter mentioned,

Q. Do you believe they would he
admitted if they would apply thereto,

A. I presume that they would.

Q. Isthe Grand Dieta, or are other
Mexican bodies in full communication
with the Grand Orient of France?

A. My understanding is that they
are.

Q. Has any other Mexican Masonic
body protested publiclyagainst the claim
ofthe Grand Dietato exclusive jurisdic-
tion of the three Symbolic Degrees?

A. Regeneration Lodge protested
againstthe jumisdictionof the Grand Dieta

Q. You do not know of any other
Lodges?

A. Yes, there are three or four, but
I do not know what the names are.

Q. Do Mexican Masons talk publicly
and in public places about Masonic mat-
ters?

A. Yes, everywhere,

Q. Are their rituals published in plain

type?
A. They are.
Q. Do you know the name of that

Lo:ige of women?
A, Ido not remember now.




Bro. Randolph states that all the work
in the Lodge is read by the officers from
books printed in ordinary type.

Brother Randolph is a Master Mason

Pte. de San Francisco N.©, 1

Attest,
RicearD E. CHism, W. M.
J. C. MorpouGH, S. W,

in good standing in Toltec Lodge, and
I have actert as Stenographer, and am a

aster Mason of Excelsior Lodge N.©
41 of La Porte, Ind.

ALFRED M, DAKIN.
PauvL RaNDOLPH,

City of Mexico, Jan. 13th 1893.

STATEMENT

Made by Bro. Jehn Peter Klench in the presence of R. E. Chism, Master, and J. C.
Mordough, Senior Warden, Toltec Lodge No. 520 A, F. A, M. Jan. 16th 1893.

Q. State your name, nationality, resi-
dence and ocupation.

A, John Peter Clench, naturalized
American citizen; residence City of Me-
Xico, veterinary surgeon.

Q. Are you connected with any Lod-
ge in the United States?

A. I am a member in good standing
of Morning Star Lodge of Stuckton,
Cal.

Q. Have you ever been connected
with any Lodge working under the Grand
Dieta of Mexico?

A, I was an affiliated member of
Anahuac Lodge N.© 141 A. F. & A,
Scottish Rite of the Grand Dicta of Me-
xico.

Q. How did you become a member
of Anahuac Lodge without depositing
a demit?

A. I was vouched for.

Q. They did not ask you for a demit?

A. They did not ask for a demit or
any thing else.

A. How many degrees have you re-
ceived of the Scottish Rite in Mexico?

A. None.

Q. Isthe Grand Dieta of Mexico a
Scottish Rite Body?

A. They work under the Scottish
Rite in the three lower degrees.

Q. Have you ever seen a Bible in a
Mexican Masonic Lodge?

A. In Mexican Lodges, no;in Ana-
huac Lodge, yes,

Q. Is Anabuac under the same juris-
diction as the Mexican Lodges?

A. Exactly the same thing.

Q. How is it that they use a Bible in
Anahuac Lodge then and do not use it in
any of the other Lodges?

A, I do not know,

Q. Have you been present at the
taking ofany of the degrees of Entered
Apprentice, Feliowcraft or Master Mason
inany Mexican Lodge?

A, I have. I was present in the first
aud third degrees,

Q. In what Lodges?

A. Regeneration, During my con-
nection with Anahuac Lodge only one
was made a Master Mason, and he by
dispensation.

Q. Are the obligations in these de-
grees in Mexican Lodges taken in a stan-
ding position?

A. One is taken kneeling and the
others standing up.




Q. Isit true that all the business in
Mexican Masonic Lodges is done in the
Eatered Apprentice degree?

A. Yes, all the business of the Lodge
is transacted in the Entered Apprentice
degree.

Q. Then that degree is in effect the
principal degree of the Lodge?

A. Itisthe principal degree of the
Lodge. Any Mason who is an Entered
Apprentice Mason has all the privileges
of a Mason.

Q. Do you consider the practices of
freemasonry under the jurisdiction of
the Grand Dieta as lawful and just
according to the usages in the United
States?

A. My impression is that it is not.

Q. What is your opinion of the in
ternal discipline of the Mexican Lodges
as far as you have seen?

A, The discipline isvery bad. I do
not think there is any discipline at all

Q. Doycuknow whether any women
in Mexico possess the secrets of Mason-
ry in the three Symbolic Degrees?

A. I have seen women sit in Mexi-
can Lodges. I have scen 5 women in
Regeuneration Lodge who gave the signs
of regular Masons. They were then
asked by the Master to be seated, which
they did and listened to the Secretary’s
report, etc. I have seen a body of Ma-
sonic women stand guard around the
body of General Pacheco, properly dres-
sed, with cwords in hand, and were given
a position in the funeral procession, and
were acknowledged as Masons, I also
heard from two Masons that these women
were present at the election of Grand
M ster of the Grand Lodge.

C. Are these women admitted to the
male Lodges of Masons during the wor-
king of Degrees?

A I have notseen them during the

working of Degrees, but I firmly believe
that they are admitted.

Q. Do you know what precautions
are taken to prevent the admission of
unworthy persons to membership in Me-
xican Lodges, and whether such persons
are frequently found as members?

A. In my Lodge, anybody was re-
ceived showing the certificate of Grand
Master Canton, and never examined in
Anahuac Lodge. I was present when
one such accepted visitor was refused in
Toltec Lodge as a Mason he not knowing
any thing about Masonry.

Q. Do you know what form of exa-
mination is used for visitors in Mexican
Lodges?

A I never was examined in a Mexi-
can Lodge.

Q. Do you believe that Mexican Ma-
sonic Lodges have any connection with
politics?

A. I firmly believe they do.

Q. Do Mexican Masons talk public-
ly and in public places about Masonic
Matters?

A. Ido not know,

Q. Do you know whether Mexican
Masons preserve secresy in regard to
proceedings in their Lodges?

A. Asregards Anzhuac Lodge, no.
But from personal experience I know
nothing in regard to other Mexican Ma-
sonic Lodges.

Q Have you ever been informed by
any leading officer that there was no se-
cresy in Mexican Lodges?

A. I have been, yes. The Past Master
of Anahuac Lodge told me five succes—
sive times that there Was no secresy in
Masonry, and at the same time threate-
ned to have me put in prison for signing
the reports as a member of an investiga-
ting committee, the same report being
unfavorable to the applicant, saying
that I defamed the candidate ’s good
reputation, repecting several times that
I was Jiable to prison, and upen my
arguing that I relied upon the secret cha-
racter of that document and upon the offi-
cial evidence that I had in my pocket, so
I was not afraid of any prosecution.




Upon that the Past Master replied that
there was no secresy in Masonry, repea
ting the same five times, He added that
the candidate knew of the secret work
of the committee, he and the Acting Mas-
ter having advised him about it.

Attest,
Ricaarp E. Cuism, W, M.
J. C. MorboucH, S, W.
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Q. Do you make this declaration upon
your honor as a man and a Mason?

A. T state this as the whole truth and
nothing but the truth, upon my honor as
a man and as a Mason.

J. P. KLENCH.
A. M. DaxIN,
Stenographer,

STATEMENT

Made by Bro. Howard €. Walker in the presence of B, E,

(hism, Master, and J. C. Mordough

Senior Warden, Toltee Lodge No. 520 A. P, & A M, January 161k 1893,

Q. State your name, nationality, re-
sidence and occupation.

A. Howard C. Walker, American,
residence Mexico, former residence Char-
leston, S, C. and am Gencral Agent of
the Travellers Ins. Co. of Hartford,
Conn

Q. State your present Masonic con-
nections 1n the United States, if any.

A. Ihave noneexcept Toltec Lodge.

Q. Have you ever been connected
with any Lodge Working uunder the
Grand Dieta ot Mexico?

A VYes.

Q. Which Lodges?

A. Regeneration N.° 103,

Haw many degrees have you re-
ceived of the Scottish Rite as practiced
in Mexico?

A. Thirty.

Q. Is or is notthe Grand Dieta a
Scottish Rite body?

A, T should consider it so.

Q. Have you ever seen a Bible in any
Mexican Masonic Lodge, or used the-
rein?

A. No.

. Have you ever been present at
the taking of any of the degrees of En-

tered Apprentice, Fellowcraft or Master
Masen in any Mexican Lodge?

A, Yes,

Q. Were those Lodges under the ju-
risdiction of the Grand Dieta?

A, Yes.

Q. Are the obligations of the above
degrees in said Lodges taken on honor,
or have they a penalty annexed thereto?

A. They have no penalties, and are
taken on their honor.

Q. Are the above obligations taken
in a stan ling position?

A, Yes.

QQ Isanyof the clothing remcved

rom the per-on about to take such obli-
gations?

A, Not entirely removed,

. 1Is, oris not ths candidate blind-
folded at the taking of said oblig tions?

A. No, heis not blindfolded at the
time of taking the obligation, but stan.
ding at the altar with his hands on the
square and compass.

Y. Isit true that all the business in
the Mexican Masonic Lodges is done in
the Entered Apprentice Degree?

A. Itisdone in the Entered Appren-
tice degree.




Q. Do you consider the practices of
Freemasonry under thejurisdiction of the
Grand Dieta as lawful and just accord-
ing to the usages of the York Rite in the
United States?

A. No, not in accordance with Yor-
kine principles.

Q. What is your opinion of the in-
ternal discipline of the Mexican Lodges
alluded to as far as you have seen?

A. Regeneration Was a Well gover-
ned Lodge, but I do not know avny thing
in regard to the balance of the Lodges.

Q. Do you know whether any women
in Mexico possesess the secrets of ma-
sonry in the three Symbolic Degrees?

A. Yes, I do.

Q. Are any Women admitted to the
male Lodges of Masons from your own
knowledge, or have you only heard so,
and if so, froma whom?

A. I have seen them there While
working in the Entered Apprentice de-
‘gree,

Q. Do you know what precautions
are taken to prevent admission of un-
worthy persons in Mexican Lodges, and
whether such persons are frequently
found as members?

Q. Yes, there are frequently very
unworthy persons admitted, and the only
precau ions tbat I gave seen is asking
for their credentials from their lodges,
but I have never seen the men examined.

Q. Do you know What form of exami-
nation is used for visitors of Mexican
l.odges?

A. They are admitted on the pres-
entation of credentials from their lodges
without examinati n,

Q. Do you believe that Mexican
Ma-onic Lodges have any conection
with politics?

A, Yes, I do. According to my
experience the Grand Dieta was formed
as a political body.

Attest,
RicHARD E. CHism, W, M.

J. C. MorpoUGH, S. W,

Q Do you know if any negro Masons
hailing from negro lodges in the United
States have been admitted to Mexican
Lodges?

_A. I do not know. I never saw them.

Q. Do you know what the sentiments
of Mexican Masons are in respect to said
negro Masons?

A. 1 have never heard an opinion.

Q. Do you think they would be
admitted to Mexican Lodges if applica-
tion was made thereto?

A. I do not know anything about
these points,

Q. Do you know Whether the Grand
Diecta or other Mexican Masonic bodies
are in communication with the Grand
Orien . of France?

A. I thiok that them are, but am not
positively certain.

Q. Has any Mexican Masonic body
protested publicly against the clams of
the Gran Dieta to the exclusive juris-
diction of the three Symbolic Degres?

A. The Grand Lodge of “Libresy
Aceptados Masones” of the Federal Dis-
tric has protested against them

Q. Do Mexican Masons talk publicly
and in public places about Masomc
matters?

A. On several occasions I have heard
them do so

Q  Are the rituals published in com-
mon type?

A. Not the whole.

Q. Do they use rituals in common
type when conferring their degrees in
the Lodges?

A. I have seen them use the Ritual
in common type when counferring the
first three Degrees.

Brother Walker is a Master Mason in
good standing in Toltec Lodge, and I
A. M. Dakin, have acted as Stenograph-
er, and am a Master Mason of Excel-
sior Lodge No, 41 of La Porte, Ind,

Mexico, January 16th 1893,
. Howarp C. WALKER
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STATEMENT

Made by Bro, James €. Ifil! Jr, ia the presence of R. E. Chism, Master, and J. €. Mordough,
Senior Wairden, Toltec Lodge No, 520 A. F. & A. M., Jan. 19th 1893

(). State your name, nationality,
residence and occupation,

A. James ¢, Hill Jr., born in
Scottsville, Va., residence, City of
Mexico, connected with the Mexican
Telephone Co.

Q. State yonr past Masonic
connections in the United States.

A. Between the years 1882 &
1889, T served as Senior Deacon,
Senior Warden and Junior Warden,
and Master of Scottsville Lodge,
Scottsville, Va. and am now a Past
Master. Am a member and Junior
Warden of Toltec Lodge.

Q. Have youever been connected
with any Lodge . orking under the
Gran Dieta of Mexico?

A. Yes, Iwas a member of Rege-
neration for several months. 1
retained my membership in Rege-
neration after they seceded from
the Gran Dieta.

Q. If you have been connected
with Mexican Masoury, why did
you leave it?

A. T left it because I did not
think there was any resermblance
whatever to what I knew of Masonry
in the United States.

Q. How many degrees have you
received in the Scottish Rite as
practiced in Mexico?

A. I teok twenty six degrees in
one afternoon, but I do not know
whether they were regular or not.

Q. Isthe Grand Dieta a Scottish
Rite body?

A. I do not know whether it is
or not; I understand that it claims
to be.

QQ. Have you ever seen a Bible
in any Mexican Masonic lodge, or
used therein?

A. I never have.

). Have you ever been present
at the taking of any of the degrees
of Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft
and Master Mason in any Mexican
lodge?

A. T have of the three degrees.

Q. What lodges?

A. None except Regeneration.

Q. Are the obligations 1n the
above degreesin said Lodges taken
on honor, or have they a penalty
annexed thereto?

A. To the bestof my recollection
it was simply on honor. I am not
positively certain on that point.

Q. Are the above obligations
taken in a standing position?

A. Iremember atthe ceremonies
they played on a bass drum and
cymbals, and flashing fire under the
candidate’s face, but I do not
remember in what position the oath
was taken. Also, that to be known
to all Brothers, the candidate was
toid that it was necessary for him to
be branded, which they did by
blowing out a candle and applying
it while it was hot to the candidate.

Q. Isany of the clothing removed
from the person about to take said
obligations?



A. I think none.

Q. Are metallic or mineral
substances removed?

A. No, Sir.

Q. Isit true that all the business
done in Mexican Masonic lodges is
done in the Entered Apprentice
Degree?

A. Yes sir, and the Master
Masons’ Lodge is only opened to
confer the Master Mason’s degree.

Q. Do you considerthepractices of
Freemasonry under the jurisdiction
of the Grand Dieta as lawful and
just according to the usages of the
York Rite in the United States?

A. By no means.

Q. What is your opinion of the
internal discipline of the Mexican
Lodges alluded to asfarasyou have
seen?

- A. Ido not know much about
their discipline.

Q. Do you know whether any
women in Mexico possess the secrets
of Masonry in the three symbolic
degrees?

A. I donot know. I have been
told by women that they had the
three Symbolic Degrees. I have
been given the Master Mason’s
L. P. grip by a woman,

Q. Have you ever seen
women admitted to Lodges?

A. T have only seen women on
public cccasions with regalia and
sitting in the Lodges. I have only a
seen them on public occasions with
regalia marching in processions.

any

Q. Doyouknow what precautions
are taken to prevent the admission
of unworthy persons in Mexican
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lodges, and whether such persons
are frequently found as members?

A. I think the usual precautions
are taken, or at least so far as the
appointing of a committee is concer-
ned butThave knownmanyunworthy
persons to be admiftted.

Q. Do you know what form of
examinatien is used for visitors of
Mexican Lodges?

A. A man is requested to show
his receipts for dues in the Lodges of
which he declares himself to be a
member.

Q. Do you believe or know that
Mexican Masonic lodges have any
connection with politics?

A. TIam inclined to think so. I
was in the Lodge whena resolution
was offered endorsing President
Diaz for re-election, and I was
afterwards informed by members of

the Lodge that it was unanimously
adopted, not having been present
myself at the voting.

Q. Do you believe that negro
Masons, hailing from negro lodges
in the United States would be
admitted to Mexican Masonic Lodges
if they were to apply thereto?

A. I cannot form an opinion
about it.” I see no reason to doubt it.

Q. Do you know whether any
other Mexican Masonic body has
protested publicly against the claims
ofthe Gran Dieta forthe jurisdiction
of the three Symbolic Degrees?

t A. Personally, I do not.

Q. Do you know whether the
tiran Dieta is in full communication

with the Grand Orient of France?




A. From Mexican Masons I have
heard so; I do not positively know
it of my own knowledge.

Q. Do Mexican Masons
openly and in public places
Masonic matters?

A. Not that I know of.

talk
about

Attest,
Ricuarp E. Cuism, W. M.
J. €. MorDpoUgH, S, W.
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Q. Have you seen them use in
the lodges rituals printed in common
type?

A. No,buthaveseen them printed
on a type—writer.

The above statement is made upon
my honor as a Master Mason.

James C. HiLL Jr.
A. M. Daxin,

STENOGRAPHER

NOTE.—Many other statements ean be had similar to the above.
Anahuac Lodge, referred to in the above Statements, is an English speaking Lodge, under the

Grand Dieta,

It will be seen that most of the above brethren suppose the Grand Dieta to be a Scottish Rite
Body. As I have noted on page 7 it claims to work “Universal Masonry”, according to tbe Grand

Becretary, E. R, Canton,

To prevent any misanderstanding the writer will add that he is a R. A, Mason, a Knight

Templar and a Scorttish Rite Mason of the Northern Jurisdiction of the United States.

He was

raized, exaited and knighted in the year 1874 in Baston, Pensylvania and has since visited in some
(=] r

twenty States of the American Union,

Ricrarp E. CHisM.




