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R IT E I N FOR MAT ION
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DOUBLE
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WB Terrance M Schaffer

age those lodges to gather

Chairman, Double Eagle

"Brethren, I am sure each of

as Brethren and enjoy the

you are aware of the Adopted
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Degrees taken on by many of
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other. For as we all know, this

lis Valley. These Adopted De-

is "Your Scottish Rite" and we

grees serve the Valley and

need each of you to be a

Blue Lodges in several ways.

part of it to keep it strong

As we all know each week

and viable. I hope that each

Dozens of Scottish Rite Breth-

of you will take the time to

ren take the time to come

come down and see some of

down and help put on these

the finest work done in all

Degrees and share with the

the

Candidates those lessons we

whether it be during your

all hope to learn and follow in

Lodges

our lives.

night or not, but more so if it

By taken on the Role of
Adopting

these

Degrees,

Lodges and their Scottish Rite
members

help

by

serving

these Degrees and those who
put them on, sometimes by
becoming

directly

in-

volved themselves or by just
coming down and sitting on
the sidelines in support of all
those who commit themselves

Southern

Jurisdiction,

Adopted

Degree

is, as it is your obligation to
support these nights. If you
lodge

doesn ’ t

have

an

adopted degree yet, there
are still a few available.
As always I look forward to
seeing each of you at the
Rite and if I or any of the
Double Eagles can be of assistance, please don't hesitate to ask!"

Committee
Minneapolis Valley of the
Scottish Rite
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R IT E D EGREE WOR K
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R IT E CARE—C EL BRATI NG T H E C RA FT ( C TC )
CTC is an evening of entertainment and learning that showcases Freemasonry, the
Scottish Rite, and the talents and accomplishments of Brothers throughout the
Southern Jurisdiction.
CTC features performances by Scottish Rite brothers and interviews with families
and clinicians from our RiteCare Scottish Rite Childhood Language Program
(SRCLP). We also video chat with Valleys celebrating around the nation.

Giving to CTC
Donors may choose to split their gift 50/50 between:
1. Scottish Rite 501(c)(3) charities in their Valley to be distributed by the Valley Secretary; and
2. the House of the Temple Historic Preservation Foundation, Inc.
All donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. The House of the Temple Historic
Preservation Foundation, Inc., supports the Rebuilding the Temple Campaign to preserve and restore the historic House of the Temple. All donors will receive a letter of acknowledgement of their
tax-deductible donation.
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R itu al Co de Part ON E
The Ritual Code on the
Kensington Rune Stone
By Scott F. Wolter, P.G.
Abstract

This paper presents the detailed description of a recent
discovery by the author he
calls the, “Ritual Code on the
Kensington Rune Stone.” The
existence of another new code
embedded within the inscription was first realized by the
author during the lecture portion of the Select Master Degree, the second of three degrees within the “Cryptic Degrees” of York Rite Freemasonry. Skeptics of the artifact’s
authenticity will no doubt
claim the inscription was the
work of a York Rite Freemason
in the late 19th Century. However, the geological weathering study and microscopic examination conducted by the
author, a forensic geologist,
independently replicated the
geological findings of Professor Newton H. Winchell, who
in 1909 declared the inscription genuine and not a late
19th Century hoax.
The inscription was found by both
geologists to be many centuries old. Subsequent historical,
epigraphic and linguistic evidence published by the author
reasonably dates the inscription to the 14th Century. The
author will demonstrate how
the “Kensington Rune Stone
Ritual Code” reveals that the
author of the inscription was
initiated in the Egyptian Mys-

teries of Isis and Osiris. The author will also argue the artifact
was the creation of a medieval
monk, most likely Cistercian,
who was formally educated in
Scandinavia. The discovery of
the code provides a new framework for understanding the
symbolic, allegorical, and practical aspects of the inscription.
Background Information
The Kensington Rune Stone
was discovered by a Swedish
immigrant farmer named Olof
Ohman, who was clearing trees
in preparation for farming on
his property in what is now
near Kensington, Minnesota, in
the fall of 1898. As the tree fell,
it pulled a 202-pound stone out
of the ground that was tightly
wrapped in its roots. The flat
tabular-shaped stone contained
a twelve-line inscription carved
in Scandinavian runes thought
to chronicle a journey to the
interior of North America in
1362.
The authenticity of the artifact
has been hotly debated since its
discovery.
Scandinavian linguists and runologists have
generally concluded the artifact
is a hoax citing it was created
by a recent Scandinavian immigrant attempting to bolster
their heritage. Factual evidence
to support a late 19th Century
origin for the artifact has yet to
materialize.
In 1909, Professor Newton H.
Winchell, the first State Geologist of Minnesota, performed a
geological examination of the

artifact and concluded the
weathering of the inscription
was consistent with 500 years
and it was authentic.
Winchell’s conclusion was independently replicated by the
author who by comparing the
weathering with dated slate
tombstones, concluded the
weathering of the rune stone
inscription was older than
200 years from the time of the
discovery. Further, the author
has provided detailed historical, epigraphic, linguistic and
runological evidence that
shows the inscription is consistent with a late 14th century creation date and the
stone likely served as a land
claim.
To aid the reader, a current
translation of the Kensington
inscription with the eight
numbers (in bold) believed to
be part of a “Ritual Code” is
provided for reference:
Face Side

1. 8 Götalanders and 22 Northmen on
2. (this) acquisition journey / taking up land from
3. Vinland far to the west. We
4. had a camp by 2 shelters one
5. day’s journey north from this
stone.
6. We were fishing one day. After
7. we came home we found 10
men red
8. from blood and death. AVM
9. Save from evil.

Continued on page 7
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R itu al Co de Part 1 - C ont.
the Scottish Rite, which has a
total of thirty-two degrees.

Split Side
10. There are 10 men by the
inland sea to look
11. after our ships 14 days
journey
12. from this hill. Year 1362
The author has written about
an event that occurred in 1926
where ten businessmen, at
least eight of them being Freemasons, held a large rally near
the Ohman Farm in an effort to
raise $300,000 to build a 204foot tall obelisk to house the
Kensington Rune Stone. The
reasons why these Brothers felt
compelled to complete such a
monumental task was never
been made clear. The author
will offer some new insights
into their possible motives later
in the paper.

The face side of the Kensington Rune
Stone that contains nine lines of text
carved in Scandinavian runes.
(Wolter, 2013)

The split side of the Kensington

Rune Stone with three lines of text
that includes the date 1362 carved
using Pentadic numbers in Arabic
placement. (Wolter, 2013)

Introduction
It appears the first eight numbers chronicled within the Kensington Rune Stone (KRS) inscription are connected to the Masonic legend of Hiram Abiff; the
Grand Architect who oversaw
the construction of King Solomon’s Temple, and to the Select
Master degree of Cryptic Council
degree of York Rite Freemasonry. Prior to my becoming a
Freemason, none of the information presented in this paper
would have made much sense
to me and even if it did, I wouldn’t have fully understood it.
However, since becoming initiated as a Master Mason in the
“Blue Lodge” on November 21,
2015, which consists of the first
three degrees of Freemasonry,
and being initiated as both a
Scottish Rite and York Rite Mason, my Masonic education in
the ritual degrees is now quite
extensive. To help the reader
better understand how these
two branches work, I’ll try to explain them. The first three degrees of Blue Lodge also serve as
the first three degrees of both
York Rite which has a total of 13
degrees, and as substitute for

This graphic shows the thirteen
degrees of York Rite Freemasonry. The first three degrees
are called the “Blue Lodge”, the
next four are called the Royal
Arch degrees, the next three are
called the Cryptic Council degrees and the final three are the
Order of the Knights Templar
degrees.
The degree that
tipped me off to the Ritual Code
numbers on the Kensington
Rune Stone was the Select Master degree, the second in the
Cryptic Council. (Internet)

The basic story told in the
first three degrees of the Blue
Lodge concerns the building
of King Solomon’s Temple
overseen by the Master Architect, Hiram Abiff.

Continued on page 8
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R itu al Co de Part 1 - C ont.
At one point in the story while
at “refreshment” at midday,
Hiram is killed by three of his
workers trying to gain secrets
from the Master to earn more
wages. The three “ruffians”
bury the body that is eventually discovered and reburied
with honors. Later in the story
the three murderers are captured and brought to justice.
In the higher degrees of the
Scottish and York Rites, stories
of legendary events from Old
Testament times are presented
both theatrically and through
lectures. Essentially, the same
biblical stories are told in both
branches of Freemasonry, but
neither presents the stories in
chronological order which creates confusion at times.
What caught my attention
were numbers uttered during a
lecture presented after the theatrical part of a degree in the
York Rite branch, called the Select Master degree, which is
essentially the 9th of 13 degrees. The story in this degree
takes place shortly before the
First Jewish Temple in Jerusalem was completed around
1000 B.C. The main characters
in the degree are the “Supreme

Council of Grand Masters”
comprised of King Solomon,
Hiram-King of Tyre, and Hiram
Abiff. Keep in mind it is not
clear whether this story is historically accurate, simply allegorical or contains elements of
both. That debate has raged
within Masonic academic cir-

cles for centuries, but for the purpose of this research it really
doesn’t matter.
8 Arches and 22 Men…
The relevant part of the ritual
relays the following story that
led to the first two numbers that
revealed the code. The three
Grand Masters had been entrusted with the writings of
Moses, holy vessels, and sacred
treasures which included the Ark
of Covenant. To protect these
treasures from being forever lost
or taken by enemies if the children of Israel ever deviated from
the sacred laws, a Secret Vault
was constructed that was divided into “arches or apartments.” The three Grand Masters constructed the Ninth Arch
where the sacred objects were
hidden and where secret rituals
would take place. It was during
the lecture after the theatrical
performance of the degree
when the character of Hiram
Abiff said the following, “There

were employed on the other
eight arches, twenty-two men
from Gebal, a city of Phoenicia…”
My ears instantly perked up
upon hearing the two familiar
numbers, eight and twenty-two.
These were the first two numbers carved on the Kensington
Rune Stone inscription “8 Götalanders and 22 Norwegians…” I
didn’t hear much of the rest of
the lecture and after the degree
was finished I asked my mentor
and friend, Bro John Freeburg, if
there was a ritual book that contained the text of the lecture. He

said there was and handed
me his personal copy. As I
excitedly read the lecture
more important numbers
connected to the Kensington
inscription became apparent,

“…together with Ahishar and
Adoniram, all of whom were
well skilled in the arts and sciences generally, but particularly in sculpture.”
It quickly occurred to me that
Ahishar and Adoniram are
two individuals. The next
number to appear in the Kensington inscription after eight
and twenty-two is the number two! “We had a camp by
2 shelters…” The ritual book
lecture continues, “One of

King Solomon’s particular
friends, whose name was
Zerubbabel, discovered that
there was secret work going
on…” This was one more person added into the story and
if you haven’t already
guessed, the next number in
the KRS inscription is one.

“…by 2 shelters, one day’s
journey from this stone.” So,
here we have the first four
numbers that appear in the
Kensington inscription that
also appear, in the same sequence as the arches (8) and
individuals (22, 2, and 1) as
they appear in the York Rite
Select Master ritual, and
there’s more.

Continued on page 9
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In the theatrical part of the ritual, one of the two guards,
Ahishar, falls asleep at his post
which allowed the overly inquisitive Zerubbabel, upon seeing the entrance unguarded,
to venture down into the Secret Vault. Upon discovering
Zerubbabel inside the Secret
Vault, King Solomon and is angered and orders Ahishar to be
executed leaving only Adoniram as the lone surviving
guard of the original two.
Could he be the second number one that is the next number in the sequence of numbers on the KRS? “We were
fishing one day…” While the
story at this point doesn’t specifically say it, what Zerubbabel
discovers in the Secret Vault
are “true copies” of the treasures in the Sanctum Santorum
in the Temple above. The most
important of the treasures is
the Ark of the Covenant which
contains the Ten Commandments. Could this be what the
next number is referring to that
appears in sequence in the KRS
inscription? “…when we came

home we found 10 men…”
At this point, the Select Master
Degree story turns very violent.
As punishment for falling
asleep at his post, Ahishar is
killed by the other guards who
slice him to death with their
swords. As punishment for entering the Secret vault without
permission, King Solomon orders Zerubbabel’s eyes poked
out and then paraded in front
of the people with a bloody
bandage over his empty eye

sockets wearing a bloodspattered apron. Could this be
yet another coincidence that the
severe violence in the ritual takes
place at the same point as the
violence in the KRS inscription
story, “…we found 10 men red

from blood and death.”
At this point, the story ends on
the face side of the Kensington
Rune Stone inscription and the
carver appears to offer two
prayers. The first appears to invoke the Virgin Mary with only
three Latin letters in the entire
inscription, “AVM.” The second
prayer comprises the entire
ninth line on the face side and
has always appeared to me to
have been added as if to complete some unknown aspect of
the inscription, “Save from Evil.”

To Be Continued
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WRITINGS & HUMOR
Writings & Humor From—Brother Alvin Kauffman

DEAD DUCK
A woman brought a very limp duck into a veterinary surgeon. As she laid her pet on the table, the vet
pulled out his stethoscope and listened to the bird’s chest.
After a moment or two, the vet shook his head and sadly said, “I’m sorry, your duck, Cuddles, has passed
away.”
The distressed woman wailed, “Are you sure?”
“Yes, I am sure. Your duck is dead,” replied the vet.
“How can you be so sure?” she protested. “I mean you haven’t done any testing on him or anything. He
might just be in a coma or something.”
The vet rolled his eyes, turned around and left the room. He returned a few minutes later with a black
Labrador Retriever, as the duck’s owner looked on in amazement, the dog stood on his hind legs, put his
front paws on the examination table and sniffed the duck from top to bottom. He then looked up at the
vet with sad eyes and shook his head. The vet patted the dog on the head and took it out of the room.
A few minutes later he returned with a cat. The cat jumped on the table and also delicately sniffed the
bird from head to foot. The cat sat back on its haunches, shook it’s head, meowed softly and strolled out of
the room.
The vet look at the woman and said, “I’m sorry, but as I said, this is most definitely, 100% certifiable, a
dead duck.”
The vet turned to his computer terminal, hit a few keys and produced a bill, which he handed to the
woman.
The duck”s owner, still in shcock, took the bill. “$150!”
She cried, “$150 just to tell me my duck is dead!”
The vet shrugged, “I’m sorry. If you had just taken my word for it, the bill would have been $20, but with
the Lab Report and the Cat Scan, it’s now $150.”

“How to know you’re growing older”
 Everything hurts, and what doesn't hurt doesn't work
 The gleam in you eyes is from the sun hitting your bifocals
 Your feel like the night before, and you haven't been anywhere
 Your little black book contains only names ending in M.D.
 You get winded playing chess
 Your children begin to look middle-aged
 You finally reach the top of the ladder, and you find it leaning against the wrong wall
 A dripping faucet causes uncontrollable bladder urge
 You know all the answers, but nobody asks you the questions
 You walk with your head held high trying to get used to your bifocals
 You sit in a rocking chair and cant get it going
 Your knees buckle but your belt won’t
 Your back goes out more often than you do
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Dear BLACK CROW
Dear Black Crow Shrine Event,

I joined Masonry a few years
ago and upon the suggestion of
some of my Lodge Brothers
joined the Shrine. Now some
other of the Brothers have said
that I was missing the boat by
not having gone through the
Scottish Rite. Can you give me an
idea of what Scottish Rite is all
about?
Signed Interested

Dear Brother Interested,
The Scottish Rite and the
Shrine are both appending bod-

ies of Freemasonry and are both
very important to the craft.
The Shrine, most notably, has
served well by their support of
the Shrine Children’s hospitals, a
world famous institution. It is a
great bonding body, in that it
stresses the more social aspects
of Freemasonry. The different
clubs, each tailored to a different
interest group created to a specific interest group such as the
Rod & Gun Club or several musical
clubs offers Masons another Peer
Group to bind Brothers together.
But of course you know thin having become active.
The Scottish Rite is similar in
forming these peer groups, however the main thrust is in advancing your knowledge in Freema-

sonry by providing twent-nine
more degrees that continues the
story of the 3rd Degree and goes
on to higher levels of understanding that will continue your Masonic education.
In place of clubs, we have various committees that are also peer
groups that let you work with
Brothers with common interests.
These committees include sound,
lighting, choir and education. To
perform all twenty-nine Degrees,
there are approximately 350 acting parts, so there is a place for
everyone.
On April 5th we are extending a
special invitation to the Shrine
members to join us

All requests for advise should be sent to: DaBlakCrow@aol.com

Minneapolis Valley Clubs
Possible Others:
Cribbage—
Darts—
Pool—
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M PL S VAL LEY BUIL DIN G IM PROVEM E NT S
New Minneapolis Scottish Rite Conference Room
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Schedule of Events
DEGREES:
3/15/18 — 25˚ & 26˚
4/5/18 — 27˚

February 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

4

5

6

7

11

12

13

14

18

19

20

21

25

26

27

28

4/19/18 — 28˚ & 29˚

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
8
15
22

2

3

9

10

16

17

23

24

426/18 — 31˚

EVENTS:
3/15/18—Red Room “Deputy to
the Supreme Council
Tony R. Krall, 33º IGH”

March 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

4

5

6

7

11

12

13

14

18

19

20

21

25

26

27

28

3/22/18— Red Room “Mysteries
of Washington, DC
Thu

Fri

Sat

1
8
15
22
29

2

3

9

10

16

17

23

24

30

31

3/22/18— Renewal &
Remembrance
4/12/19—Grand Lodge
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MINNEAPOLIS, MN

Event’s Being Held at:
Minneapolis Valley Scottish Rite
4:30 pm—Dinner
5:45 pm—Red Room
6:30 pm—Degree's)

THE FRATERNITY OF GOODFELLOWSHIP
Newsletter

Editor:

Cell Phone:
Email:

WB—Stephen F. Kesler
612—790—0365
Communitcations@aasrmn.org

DON FANNING’S 107th B’DAY PARTY
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“SCOTTISH RITE BROTHER’S”
Business Card’s

IF YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR
BUISNESS ADVERTISED HERE
SEND ME A jpeg OF YOUR CARD

If you would like to put something in any of these areas, please send a email description of the item (picture is great) and who to get in touch with to discuss.

Send your info to Stephen Kesler at sfk133@comcast.net
“Business Cards will be displayed in two issues of the “Scottish Write” and then removed”
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“SELL” — “TRADE” — “BARTER”
SELL

TRADE

WANTED

What you would like to
get rid of!

Do you have something
you would like to trade
for something else!

I am looking FOR!









 Looking for a 25hp long
shaft boat motor, preferably with low hours. Contact
Ed Perlman at 612-8450899 or email to:
pman40ed@aol.com


MWB ILL. DONALD
SEVERSON SOLD HIS
WOOD WORKING
EQUIPMENT USING
THIS PAGE.




FREE!!
BARTER

You Can Have This Treasure!

I can do this for you



to get that!






If you would like to put something in any of these areas, please send a email description of the item (picture is great) and who to get in touch with to discuss.

Send your info to Stephen Kesler at sfk133@comcast.net
“Ads will be displayed in two newsletter issues and then removed”

